
  

 

The next week in the St Faith’s Community 
 

Sunday 16th  December 

8am   Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 

9.30am  Parish Eucharist with Prayer Ministry 
11.00am  Sundays@11  

6.00pm  Carol Service 

 

Tuesday 18th December 

9.30am  Rainbow Toddlers 
 

Wednesday 19th December 

10.30am  ‘Living in the Light’ Advent Course 4 

 

Thursday 20th December  

11.30am  Eucharist 

2.00pm  Cuppa & Company  

8.00pm  ‘Living in the Light’ Advent Course 4 
 

Friday 21st December 

6.15pm  Choir & Worship Group practices 
 

Sunday 23rd December 

8am   Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 

9.30am  Parish Eucharist  

11.00am  Sundays@11 

6.00pm  Evening Prayer 

The Creeds, part 2: 

I believe in God,  

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
Welcome to St Faith’s.  If you are a visitor, we hope you enjoy your time with us.  If 

you would like to know more about St Faith’s, please fill in a  

Welcome Card, found on the desk near the entrance to the church. 

St Faith’s Vision 

Our vision is to be a welcoming progressive Christian community 

of all ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth, and  

representing God’s living presence in our town. 

Weekly Notes 

16th December 2018   

3rd Sunday of Advent 

StFaith’sLee  
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Christmas events and help needed 
 

Christingle Making   

Sunday 23rd December  

after Sundays@11 

We will be preparing for our Christingle service by    

making 200 Christingles.  All items needed will be      

provided, although if you could bring an apple corer with 

you, that would be very useful! 

 

Helpers needed at Christmas Eve for the 

Crib and Christingle Services 

Both of these services will be very large, and we would appreciate help to 

steward at both services.  At the Crib Service costumes are available for you 

to wear!  We will need to take the stage down quickly after the crib service, 

to prepare for the Christingle service, and help is needed with this.  To help 

with the Crib or Christingle service, please sign the list on the  

Welcome Table. 

Christmas Services 
Please do note the Christmas services below, and invite your friends and family 

(and your enemies!) to join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus! 

 

Sunday 16th Dec  6.00pm Carol Service 
 

Christmas Eve  3.00pm Crib Service 

    4.30pm Christingle service 

    11.00pm Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day  8.00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 

    10.00am Christmas Celebration 

 

Services on Sunday 23rd December and Sunday 30th December are as normal. 

 

REMEMBER THE CAROL SERVICE IS  

TONIGHT AT 6.00PM! 
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Traidcraft 
TODAY is the last Traidcraft stall before Christmas for your 

purchases and any donations for Traidcraft Exchange.  
 

Trading will be resumed on 13th January, 2019.   

Christmas Day Lunch 
There are still places available for the Christmas Day Lunch so if you 

know someone who would like to come to the lunch, please let 

them know that it is happening.  A place can be booked either by 

calling the Church Office on 023 9255 6445 or by emailing    

churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk. 

Crockery missing from  

the Parish Centre 
Have you taken a plate or dish home from the 

Parish Centre, perhaps with some food in, and 

not bought it back?  We are missing quite a 

few plates, bowls and other items so if you  

have crockery at home, please return it as 

soon as possible.  Thank you. 

 
 

Christmas Day Lunch - Raffle 
We currently have around 30 people 

coming to the Christmas Day Lunch.  We 

would love to be able to give each one a 

small present through a raffle at the 

lunch.   

If you would like to donate to this raffle, 

please drop something off in the  

Church Office, or bring something next 

Sunday.  Thank you. 
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During Advent, the Revd Ann Leonard, a member of 

our Ministry Team, is writing a weekly reflection 

about this season in the Church Year. Her third  

reflection is below. 
 

Advent Reflection - Week 3   
Values such as honesty, gentleness, kindness,   

respect and caring for the weak are at the centre 

of our Christian faith, (although they are not 

unique to Christianity).  In our society these    

values are often neglected or ignored.  Of course, this is not true of all of 

secular society but there are some who promote values quite contrary to 

the Christian ones, like ‘Look after number one’; ‘Make sure you are a   

success no matter what it costs’; ‘Don’t be afraid to push others out of the 

way on your way to the top’. Me first’.  
 

Advent is a good time to think about how all of us as Christians, can keep 

our focus on God rather than ourselves, and help his kingdom of love, 

peace and justice to grow.  One key way is to ask ourselves what we are 

here for.  ‘What is the purpose of our lives?’  ‘Where does God fit in?’ 
 

Some people’s answer to that first question, ‘What are we here for?’  is that 

we are here to get as much pleasure as possible out of life and instantly. 

But actually, in our society, that way seems to be leading to a spiritual   

emptiness and hunger, as we build mountains of physical and emotional   

distraction around us, which hide and block God’s presence and grace   

within us and among us. 
 

John the Baptist’s straightforward Advent message of ‘Repent and believe’, 

that is, ‘Turn from your current way of living and put God at the centre of 

your life,’ is as important for us today as it was in Jesus’ day.  It cuts through 

all the stress and complexities, the hectic, frenetic activity of our days.  In its 

simplicity and directness it takes us to the right place – deep within us…

where God dwells. 
 

Our task in response is to recognise the powers of darkness into which we 

want God, in the light of Christ, to come, and then to open the door of our 

hearts and invite God into our inner lives, so that he can set us free from 

wanting the wrong things, free to long for God himself.  



6 

Our task in response is to recognise the powers 

of darkness into which we want God, in the light 

of Christ, to come, and then to open the door of 

our hearts and invite God into our inner lives, so 

that he can set us free from wanting the wrong 

things, free to long for God himself.  
 

To repent means to change our understanding of what is important in life, 

and to change our lives accordingly.  Changed people will bring about a 

changed world. 
 

Repentance involves ironing out the creases and twists in our character 

and our attitudes.  It means levelling the mountains of self-centredness and 

self-preoccupation, emptying our life of inner and outer clutter, so that we 

make straight the way of the Lord within us. This will make space for us to 

receive the blessings, the grace and the living water of eternal life that God 
longs to pour into us so that we can share them with those around us. 
 

God is among us everywhere - but too often our souls are asleep, and we 

fail to see him.  I like the story of the monk who comes to his abbot    

seeking enlightenment. He questions the abbot eagerly and impatiently,  

firing questions at him. But the Abbot replies ‘just look!’  The monk is very 

disappointed. ‘I’m always looking ‘he says.  ‘No you’re not’ says the abbot, 

‘in order to look at what is here you have to be here  - and you are  

mostly somewhere else.’  It is hard to be fully in the present, noticing signs 

of God’s presence.  

 

It is much easier to worry about the future or to look at the world and see 

it either as meaningless or actually full of absences – places where God  

appears not to be present, rather than places where at any moment now 

we might encounter him. 
 

In our day we seem to have almost given up on ‘God with us’.   But If you 

have a living relationship with God then you will know that each day brings 

opportunities to walk with the ‘God of Surprises’ and see this God at work 

in people’s lives, bringing comfort where it is needed, bringing grace,    

healing and joy, even in the midst of sorrow. 
 

So often, we are caught up in our own concerns and worries, not noticing 

the gentle presence of our Lord, not realising that every encounter we 

have with friend, family member, neighbour or stranger, is a chance to   

encounter the Living God and to be a channel of God’s grace to someone.  
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Advent gives us the opportunity to realign ourselves with the true meaning of 

our God-given lives.  It is the season of waiting on God, of being alert for his 

coming in big ways and small, of being ready to join him at work in the world 

and not get in the way of his kingdom.  Perhaps instead of ‘prepare the 

way of the Lord’, the message of Advent should be ‘don’t get in the 

way of God’s coming’. 
 

********************************* 

**************** 

Parish Office 
Please note that the Parish Office will close on Monday 24th December at 

12.30pm, and reopen on Tuesday 7th January, 2019.  Between     

Wednesday 2nd January and Friday 4th January the office will be open be 

open on reduced hours. 



8 

Helping to maintain St Faith’s and its grounds  

for the whole Lee community 

The Friends of St Faith’s has a new organising committee, a new logo, and 

next year has a range of events planned, both to raise funds for the Friends 

and to increase Friends membership.  If you are a member of the Friends, 

you should be receiving a Friends newsletter before Christmas, giving you 

more details of these exciting new developments. 

The new Friends committee is: Tim Austin (Chair), Paul Chamberlain, Jo 

Drew, Liz Emery, Alice Green, Frankie Gunns, Rita Morgan, Shelley Rees, 

and Cliff & Joan Rook.   

The Friends’ events in 2019 are: 

 Burns Night Supper and dance on Saturday 26th January. Tickets are 

available from the Church Office. 

 Fabulous Quiz Evening with Fish and Chip Supper. Saturday 23rd 

March.  Tickets will be available from the Church Office nearer the time 

at £5 each.  Form a team of 6-8 or simply join one on the night. 

 Fashion Show. June/July - Date to be confirmed - view examples of the 

latest fabulous fashions. 

 Friends Musical Extravaganza. Saturday 19th October at 7.30.pm. 

Music to satisfy all tastes from a number of local groups and solo artistes 

with some surprises as well. 

 Quiz Night. Saturday 16th November. Following  the undoubted success 

of the March event, we intend to do even better this time. 

The Friends will also have a stall at the Summer Fête and Christmas Fayre, 

aiming to attract new members from the wider community.  You can find 

out more about the Friends of St Faith’s by picking up a Friends leaflet in the 

South Porch. 
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Sunday 16th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent  
 

8.00am  Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 

A traditional communion service using the 1662 order of service 

President:    Paul Chamberlain  

Assistant:      Bob Earl 

Collect:   Page 91 

 

9.30am  Parish Eucharist  

A formal choral service of Holy Communion 

President:   Mary Kells     Deacon: Steve Dent 

Preacher:   Ann Leonard  

Epistle reading:  Philippians 4:4-7    George Langdon 

Gospel reading:  Luke 3:7-18    Andrew Munro 

Intercessions:  Gillian Sinclair    
Chalice Assistants:  Cliff Rook, Mary Bucks, Bill Delicate and Annabel  

    Brammall 

Hymns:   All the hymns are in the Order of Service or on the screen. 

Before the service:: Wait for the Lord    Choir only 

Processional:  Hark the glad sound!    Page 20  

Candle Lighting Hymn: Verse 3     Page 21  

Offertory:   Longing for Light,    Page21 

Communion Chant: Into the darkness of this world Choir only  

Closing Hymn:  O come, O come Emmanuel  Page 24 

 

11.00am  Sundays@11  

A service for all ages, with a music group, various media, and activities for adults  

and children. 

Leader & preacher: Paul Chamberlain    

Kids@11 team:   Becca Chamberlain, Alison Jeanneret, Cora Mckeown 

Songs:  These are the days of Elijah, For God so Loved the World, We are  

  waiting (Advent song), Spirit & Truth, I will offer up my life, Joy to 

  the world 
 

6.00pm  Carol Service 
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For your prayers during the next week 
 

Collect for  the 3rd Sunday of Advent 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,  

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Those who are unwell: Martin Over, Sue Harrap, Brian Nutting,  

Rosie Dawson, Malcolm Dean, Maisie & Fred Kitching, Vicki Edwards and Alan 

Millard 

 

Anniversaries of Death: Celia Rance (16th); Norbert Wilk (17th); John Fuller 

and Archie Pearce (19th); Howard Bridgwater (20th);  Margaret Turner and 

Leslie Symonds (21st) 
 

Those who have died:- Frederick Furber, Shelagh Kenvin, Vic Parrett and 

Norah Drew 
 

Lord our God, we thank you for giving us the task  

of serving you in the name of your servant, Jesus Christ,  

for letting each of us have a part in carrying out your will.  

Keep us true to this service.  

We want to be faithful, always listening to you,  

for you open our ears and help us know your will and respond to it.  

Be with us in these days.  

Strengthen your love and compassion in all hearts.  

May the life of Jesus Christ gain greater and 

greater power  

in all people on earth. Amen. 
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In the Church and Parish Centre 16th– 23rd December 

 Church Bulson Hall Lowry Room 
Sun 

16th 

Dec 

8.00 Holy Communion 

9.30 Parish Eucharist 

with Prayer Ministry 

11.00 Sundays@11 

6.00pm Carol Service  

Refreshments  

11.15am Sundays@11 

 

 

 

9.00am  Choir  

11.15am Sundays@11 

12.15pm Christingle 

making 

 

Mon 

17th 

Dec 

8.00 Silent Prayer 

8.30 Morning Prayer 

5.00pm Evening Prayer 

9.30-12.30pm Lunch Club  

6.15-7.15pm Yoga 

 

6.15-7.15pm Sally’s 

Zumba 

 

Tue  

18th 

Dec 

8.00 Silent Prayer 

8.30 Morning Prayer 

5.00pm Evening Prayer 

9.30-11.15 Rainbow 

Toddlers 

6.15-7.15pm Yoga 

9.30-10.30  Claire’s 

Zumba 

 

Wed

19th 

Dec 

 

8.00 Silent Prayer 

8.30 Morning Prayer 

5.00pm Evening Prayer 

 

10.30-12.00  Advent 

Course 4 

1.00-3.00pm Weight  

Watchers 

9.30-7.30-8.30pm Sally’s 

Zumba 

 

 

Thur

20th 

Dec 

8.00 Silent Prayer 

8.30 Morning Prayer 

11.30  Eucharist 

5.00pm Evening Prayer 

 

9.30-10.30 Yoga 

2.00-3.00pm Cuppa & 

Company 

5.30-6.30pm Yoga 

6.45-7.45pm Pilates 

8.00-9.30pm Advent 

Course 4 

 

 

 

Fri 

21st 

Dec 

8.00 Silent Prayer 

8.30 Morning Prayer 

5.00 Evening Prayer 

 

1.00-2.00pm Zumba Gold 

 

  

 

10.00-11.00 Jiggy 

Wrigglers 

6.15-9.00pm Choir 

Practices 

Sat  

22nd 

Dec 

 9.30-10.30 Sally’s Zumba 

 

 

 

Sun 

23rd 

Dec 

8.00 Holy Communion 

9.30 Parish Eucharist  

11.00 Sundays@11 

6.00pm Evening Prayer  

Refreshments  

11.15am Sundays@11 

 

 

 

9.00am  Choir  

11.15am Sundays@11 

 

“One of the essential paradoxes of Advent: that while we wait for God, we 
are with God all along ,that while we need to be reassured of God’s arrival, 
or the arrival of our homecoming, we are already at home.  While we wait, 
we have to trust, to have faith, but it is God’s grace that gives us that 
faith. As with all spiritual knowledge, two things are true, and equally true, 
at once.  The mind can’t grasp paradox; it is the knowledge of the soul.”  
― Michelle Blake  
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Church & Parish Centre Contact Details 

Vicar        

Revd Dr Paul Chamberlain  

023 9200 6184  

vicar@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Curate 

Revd Steve Dent  

07722 902 344  

steve.dent@stfaithslee.org.uk  

Curate 

Revd Dr Mary Kells 

01329 556151 

mary.kells@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Director of Music 

Richard Dewland 

07561 318 355  

musicdirector@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Churchwarden 

Cliff Rook   

023 9255 1300 

cliff.rook9@gmail.com  

Churchwarden 

Rita Morgan 

023 9255 4078 

ritamorgan54@outlook.com 

Pastoral Care Team  

Co-ordinator   

Joyce Dawson   

023 9255 2987  

jdawson44@btinternet.com  

Youth Group Team 

Rebecca Parrett, Jon Booth &  

Alison Jeanneret 

youthwork@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Parish Office 

Church Administrator: Andrew Munro 

Telephone 023 9255 6445 

The Church Office is from 10.30am-12.30pm each weekday. 

For Church enquiries: churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk  

For Parish Centre enquiries: centreadmin@stfaithsparishcentre.org.uk 

St Faith’s Church & Parish Centre 

Victoria Square, Lee-on-the-Solent, Hampshire, PO13 9NF 

www.stfaithslee.org.uk             

www.stfaithsparishcentre.org.uk 

mailto:steve.dent@stfaithslee.org.uk
mailto:musicdirector@stfaithslee.co.uk

