
Fortnightly Notes 

7th June 2020 

Life Explored - starts 8pm Monday 8 June on Zoom 
 

We all have big questions about life and faith. Maybe Covid-19 has given you 

some more. 

Life Explored is a course designed for people with questions about life and God. 

Each week we’ll watch a video together and then chat about what we’ve heard, 

and look at a section of the Bible together.  You can participate as much or as 

little as you’d like!  Life Explored is a 7 week course, but you don’t need to  

commit to the whole thing straight away! Why not come along to the first one 

or two evenings and see what you think? 

For more information and to sign up, visit http://stfaithslee.org/life-explored/ 
 

People and Planet 

Group 
The next meeting of the  

People and Planet Group will 

be at 7.30pm on Tuesday 23rd 

June - on Zoom.  If you don’t 

have a computer, you will be 

able to join by telephone!   This will be a catch-up meeting, and all are welcome. 

Contact Mandy (hoangmandy@gmail.com) or Elaine (023 9255 3293, 

elaine.johnson21@gmail.com for Zoom joining details. 
  

mailto:hoangmandy@gmail.com
mailto:elaine.johnson21@googlemail.com


Join us online each week! 
Monday to Friday 9am & 5pm Morning & Evening Prayer, on Facebook 

Sundays   8am, 9.30am & 11am  Sunday services 

And look out for Rainbow Toddlers and Kids@11 videos each week as 
well!  On Facebook and St Faith’s YouTube Channel. 

 

Join the Parish Eucharist each week by phone 
If you don’t have internet access, you can now join  

the Parish Eucharist by telephone! 

Call 0203 481 5240.  

Then do the following: 

Enter the meeting ID: 862 9852 0837# 

When asked for the “Participant ID” just press # 

Enter the meeting password: 664 576# 
 

You will then be put through to the Parish Eucharist as it is being held.  You 

can join from 9.25am on a Sunday morning. 
 

The cost of this call will be that of a national call to an 0203 number.  If you 

have a call plan, you may find that the cost for this call is included in it - check 

with your phone provider. 
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 Roger Vann - Is this all there is?! 
 

This party was the wrong time for an existential  

crisis.   

(Here's a little background on why it happened…)  
 

God, religion, church were just cultural background noise 

for anyone like me growing up in East Texas.  Nothing to 

take too seriously.  After moving away from home to  

attend university my adventure in wine, women and song 

really started in earnest (not much song, to be  

honest).   I had everything I had hoped to have at this point in life but within a 

year I felt totally empty, restless and basically dissatisfied with my life. It all 

came to a head at that Friday night party – the band was rocking, the beer was 

flowing, the hot date was dancing and I was thinking… ‘Is this all there is?!’  
 

Shortly afterward, an after-dinner speaker challenged the social club I had 

joined to think about our lives. He referred to a young Frenchman from  

centuries before – the physicist and philosopher Blaise Pascal – who  

described mankind’s existential crisis as a God-shaped vacuum which  

couldn’t be filled by any created thing but only by the Creator. 
 

That’s the moment I realised my life basically had such a hole that neither reli-

gion, academic success nor the pleasures of life could ever satisfy.  The speaker 

explained that we have all rejected God and lost connection with the one who 

had made us.  And I could never experience the life I was  

created for, until that connection was made. He explained that Jesus Christ, 

who came as God in human form, was the bridge. 
 

There was no way a self-centred person like me could make up for the many 

ways I had offended God. As Pascal described it, “an infinite abyss” separated 

me from Him.  And that’s why the speaker’s explanation of Jesus was such 

good news to me.  
 

Later that evening I sat in my room alone looking down at the threadbare car-

pet that seemed to sum up my life. In an awkward prayer I admitted to this 

God-shaped vacuum and asked to be forgiven and rescued from my  

selfish way of living.  I trusted Jesus to put me in a right relationship with God. 

You know what - life basically started over for me that evening.  
 

I still live with my weaknesses and many struggles, but I have seen Him give me 

real peace in some horrible situations and guidance in confusing times. It’s a life 

filled with purpose that I was unable to find on my own.   That’s my story – and 

I’m confident more good chapters are yet to be written! 

 



An Alternative Pentecostal Image 
Rev’d Joan Ross  

(Retired, Sundays@11) 

 
I find worship opens my mind to 

what is happening in my heart, so I 

can hear and better understand 

the cries and songs of my heart. 

These may be of joy, or sorrow, of 

fear, of anger or of gratitude. The 

Biblical Psalms are expressions of 

cries and songs from the heart, 

and have been so finely honed 

over millennia of collective and 

cross-cultural use that today, even 

in our time and place, they contin-

ue to speak to our own prayers of 

thanksgiving, confession or plea. 
 

Psalm 1 encourages us to live from 

our heart, with all that encom-

passes, grounded in the sustaining love of God. A tree, planted by water, 

drawing deeply and daily on the flowing element that is crucial to all life. This  

triptych banner, sewn while I lived in New Zealand, draws from images I ob-

served while walking through the bush (or woods as we would say in the 
U.K.). Nikau Palms draw from pools of water that also sustain a myriad of 

smaller flora and fauna. Butterflies taking flight, lift our eyes to another  

dimension of space and beauty. 
 

Let the cries of our hearts fly to God. 

May God’s life-giving love meet us at our point of need.  

Dwell in God’s love. 
 

Traidcraft 
Traidcraft supporters: are you missing your tea, coffee, 

stem ginger biscuits etc.? I have some stock at home, a 
pick up time could be arranged or, if that is not convenient 

for you, I could arrange a delivery - with appropriate social 

distancing!  Call me on 023 9255 2717. Please keep safe 

and well until we get back to normal. Cecily Parkinson  



1) Edgar Rice Burroughs 
2) UK first jet engined aircraft 
3) The Eiffel Tower 
4) The Sargasso Sea 
5) A calf 
6) Wood 
7) Tongue 

8) Ice crystals 
9) Aphrodite 
10) La Scala 
11) London 
12) Punch and Judy man 
13) Olympic & Britannic 
14) Cotton  

General Knowledge Quiz: Number Two Answers 

15) Anchor 
16) Michael Caine 
17) Freckles 
18) Deep blue 
19) Bamboo 
20) Lloyds of London 
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General Knowledge Quiz: Number Three 
1) Which digit did not exist in roman numerals  

2) Which European country is divided into Cantons   

3) What does a dissectologist do?   

4) Who won six consecutive Wimbledon titles in the 1980s  

5) What was invented by James Dewer in 1872  

6) Who wrote “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”  

7) Which hats became popular with children in 1956  

8) A “leap” is a collective noun for   

9) In which country was Auschwitz  

10) Of what are Snaffle, Pelham and Weymouth examples  

11) What was the first Carry On film  

12) What is the name of the Paris Stock exchange  

13) What flower is the symbol of secrecy  

14) What first appeared in the New York World on 21st Dec 1913 

15) Shane Fenton became famous as  

16) In which city was Bob Hope born  

17) What would you do with an Edzell Blue  

18) Antimacassars were fitted to chairs - what is Macassar  

19) What was Walt Disney’s middle name  

20) Which record company rejected the Beatles as being ‘past it’   



This will be a regular feature of the Fortnightly Notes – a link to curated  

articles and blogs from UK and US Christian writers. Some for the  

left-brained, some for the right.  Sometimes topical and sometimes random 

but always worth a prayerful read with a cup of tea.  This first edition of Soul 

Food is given over to living in a Covid-19 world.   Roger Vann (Sundays@11) 
 
 

It’s Not Fair! 

A poem by Becca Chamberlain, inspired by the book ‘Where is God in a coronavirus 
world?’ https://bit.ly/poem-itsnotfair 
 

What makes it possible for a Christian to rejoice in the midst of 

pain and anxiety? 

‘We are not stoics who are called to keep a stiff upper lip out of some nebulous 

concept of fate; rather…’ 

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-makes-it-possible-christian-rejoice-midst-

pain-and-anxiety/ 
 

Toucan – the relationship app (for UK couples in lockdown or  

otherwise)  

A new and enjoyable way to connect with tools to learn about yourself, your partner 

and your relationship.  Watch a 2-minute intro video to learn more. 

https://toucantogether.com/ 
 

What is God up to?  The temptation to over-interpret suffering.  

‘This pandemic is the first time that many of us have reckoned with a particular 

trouble that affects nearly everyone, and it has caused us to think more about God’s 

ways.’ https://www.ccef.org/what-is-god-up-to-the-temptation-to-

overinterpret-suffering/    

 

Where is God in a coronavirus world? 

I still have a few copies of this useful little book left - do let 

me know if you’d like one!  Paul 

 

Call on 023 9200 6184, or email vicar@stfaithslee.org.uk 

https://bit.ly/poem-itsnotfair
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-makes-it-possible-christian-rejoice-midst-pain-and-anxiety/
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-makes-it-possible-christian-rejoice-midst-pain-and-anxiety/
https://toucantogether.com/
https://www.ccef.org/what-is-god-up-to-the-temptation-to-overinterpret-suffering/
https://www.ccef.org/what-is-god-up-to-the-temptation-to-overinterpret-suffering/


Richard Dewland  

Organ Recital  
If you missed this programme on Saturday 30th May, 

don’t worry.  You can still find it on St Faith’s 

YouTube channel. 

Listen to Richard playing the organ, hear him talk 

about his musical background, and explore the  

inside of St. Faith’s organ with him! 

Michael Beer 
mbwoodcarving.co.uk  

Drive As Far You Like       

Alan Millard 
 

‘Drive wherever you like,’ is the latest advice, 

‘No limits on mileage to reach somewhere nice.’ 

If you fancy a place where you’ve not been before, 

Then Bladderslop’s well worth a visit I’m sure. 

But Bladderslop hamlet (now twinned with  

Bordeaux) 

Bids visitors heed the instructions below: 
 

“Facemasks are vital and hands must be clean, 

We don’t want you spreading your Covid-19, 

Scrumping’s forbidden. If caught doing wrong 

Expect to be pierced by the point of a prong. 

When trekking through fields, with a push or a pull, 

Secure all the gates or beware of the bull! 

Ramblers remember, on countryside land, 

All banners befriending the badger are banned. 

Enjoy ‘rights of way’ over pasture and bog, 

There’s nothing to fear but the bite of a dog. 

Be wary of choosing The Crown for your lunch, 

The locals can be a belligerent bunch. 

Keep terriers tethered, if seen on the run  

They rarely, if ever, escape from the gun. 

But don’t be dissuaded. Come, visit our farms! 

We welcome outsiders with wide-open arms.” 

http://mbwoodcarving.co.uk
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Contact us! 

Drawing by Phil Bosher 

St Faith’s Prayer Gathering 

Wednesdays, 8pm,  

wherever you are! 
Don’t forget to join in with our 

prayer gathering each Wednesday 

at 8pm.  All you have to do, is take 

a few minutes to stop and pray.  

You might want to light a candle.  We’ll be in our own homes, but we’ll be 

doing it all together!  If you live with others, why not stop and pray together?  

If you live on your own, you can pray knowing that you’re joining in with 

others in the church community. 

mailto:musicdirector@stfaithslee.co.uk

