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ST FAITH’S CHURCH ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

3pm, Sunday 11 th October 2020 

 

AGENDA 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners 

 

Election of Church Wardens 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

1. Apologies 

 

2. Minutes of the Meeting: 28th April 2019 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

4. The Electoral Roll 

 

5. Elections to the PCC 

 

6. Election of Welcome Team 

 

7. Presentation of Church and Parish Centre Accounts 

 

8. Presentation of Written Reports 

 

 Christmas Lunch 

 Communications Forum  

 Cuppa and Company 

 Fabric Committee 

 Flower Team 

 Friends of St Faith’s 

 Health and Safety 

 Kids@11 

 Live Nativity 

 Open the Book/ The Word 

 Mothers’ Union 

 Music 

 Parish Centre 

 Parenting Courses 



3 
 

 Parochial Church Council 

 People and Planet Group 

 Rainbow Toddlers 

 Safeguarding  

 St Faith’s Socials 

 Summer Fete 

 Vicar’s Report 

 Youth work

 

9. Rev Dr Paul Chamberlain 

 

10. Any Other Notified Business (Notice must be given to the PCC Chair or Secretary by 

Friday 9th October) 

 

 

 

St Faith’s Church 

Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting (APCM) 2019 
  

Minutes of the Meeting held at 3.30pm on Sunday 28th April 2019 that took place in  

St Faith’s Church, Victoria Square, Lee-on-the-Solent.. 

 

Present: Rev Paul Chamberlain,  

  Present: (please see APCM Attendance List Book – held by PCC Secretary for 

attendees) 

 

In Attendance: Mrs Melodie Kreindler 

 

Apologies for Absence: Rev J Beer, Rev M Beer, Mrs P Barker, Mr J Cook,  

Mrs S Froude, Mrs H Gibbons, Mr M Gibbons, Mrs B Hagger, Mr J Hagger,  

Mrs A Jeanneret, Mr R Keyzor, Mrs W Mansbridge, Mr B Mansbridge, Mr M Shepherd,  

Miss G Sinclair, Mrs M Shepherd, Mrs J Wilson, Mr P Wilson. 

 

Meeting Commenced: 3.30pm 

 

Meeting Finished:  5pm  

 

1. Annual Meeting of Parishioners 

 Appointment of Church Wardens 

 

Two candidates for the position of Churchwarden had been nominated and seconded 

prior to the meeting: 
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Mr Cliff Rook 

Proposed by Mrs Rita Morgan 

Seconded by Mr Luke Marshall 

 

Mrs Rita Morgan 

Proposed by Mr Cliff Rook 

Seconded Mrs Bridget Dean 

 

Vote: 

Mr Cliff Rook – the vote was unanimously in favour with no abstentions. 

Mrs Rita Morgan – the vote was unanimously in favour with no abstentions.  

 

Rev Paul Chamberlain thanked both Churchwardens with a special thanks to Mr Cliff 

Rook who will now be carrying on after a tenure of 8-year’s. 

 

6. Presentation of Parish Centre/Church Accounts 

 

 

 

As Mr Neil Rowe was not present Mr Colin Skinner presented the accounts. After 

presenting the accounts Mr Skinner asked if there were any questions. There were no 

questions from the floor and one question had been received via email from Mr Dean 

asking about clarity on which charities St Faith’s supported officially.  The following was 

then noted: 

 PC reported that in their Mission Giving the Church support the following charities: 

2. Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

 Minutes of Last APCM of  30th April 2018 

The minutes of the above meeting were accepted as a correct record. 

3. Electoral Roll 

 

 

 

The Electoral Roll has been completely revised.  The current numbers on the roll is 253. 

4. Election to the Parochial Church Council 

 PC thanked the following people for volunteering to sit on the PCC: 

Mrs Emma Capps 

Mrs Bridget Dean 

Mr Graham Parrett 

Mr Alfie Richardson 

 

PC also thanked the outgoing members: 

Mr Alan Millard 

Mr Roy Brammall 

Mrs Barbara Gatland 

  

5. Election of the Welcome Team – All were in favour of all the volunteers being elected to 

the Welcome Team. 



5 
 

Fareham and Gosport Basics Bank, Christian Aid, Disaster Emergencies Committee and 

IDWAL; 

 There is a fund for those in need that can be accessed via the Vicarage in person. 

 

PC then raised a vote of thanks to the Finance Committee for all their hard work. 

 

7. Agreement of Church Accounts 

 

 

 

PC raised a vote of thanks to Mr Chris Carter for his role as the Independent Examiner 

over the years.   

A vote then took place with regard to the agreement of the accounts for the year ending 

1st December 2018. 

Proposed by Mr Cliff Rook 

Seconded by Mrs June Witham 

The vote was unanimously in favour of agreeing the accounts for the year ending 

1st   December 2018. 

 

8. Written Reports from Committees 

 

 

LM went through the list of written reports. 

9. Reverend Dr Paul Chamberlain  

 

a) 

 

 

St Faith’s Mission Statement 

PC raised a vote of thanks to all those who were involved with the many functions of St 

Faith’s.  PC then reminded all on the wording of St Faith’s Mission Statement and then 

reported on initiatives that had been taken to fulfil the Mission Statement.  The following 

was then noted: 

Welcome    

 Although there is a ‘Welcome Team’ all members of the church should be 

welcoming to all who entered the church; 

 Joint lunches/events take place so that all can get to know each other across the 

various services.  PC stated that he was particularly grateful to Mrs Rebecca Parrett and 

Mrs Becca Chamberlain for organising additional activities; 

 The Friends of St Faith’s had provided Quizzes, a Burns Night and a Summer 

Concert had been scheduled; 

 PC reported that he wanted to develop a Pastoral Network as pastoral care in such 

a large congregation was proving to be very difficult.  PC then thanked Joyce Dawson for 

all her hard work to date’ 

 

Nurturing and Spiritual Growth 

 A Lent Bible Course had just taken place.  There had been good feedback received 

for this; 

 House Group were ongoing throughout the year; 

 Other spiritual events were held during the year. PC encouraged parishioners to 

attend these if they could; 



6 
 

 A new Hymn Book was in the process of being purchased with hymns that do not 

appear in the Green Book with more gender inclusive language.  Fewer of the new books 

will be needed now that the screens are in use. 

 

 

Children and Youth 

 Every week the Rainbow Toddlers hold a session.  It was noted that this was a very 

good outreach opportunity; 

 Other initiatives are children’s groups at Sunday@11, Junior Choir and KFC – Kids 

for Christ. 

 

 Representing God’s Living Presence in the Community 

This includes: 

 Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals; 

 Cuppa and Company; 

 Remembrance Sunday Services; 

 Support to Mission Giving; 

 Support to Food Banks; 

 Christian Aid; 

 Continuing to forge links with IDWAL in Ghana; 

 Holding the Summer Fete; 

 Planning to hold a Live Nativity event at Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

b) Finances 

 

 

 

PC reported that there had been a wonderful response from the Gift Day event but regular 

giving was still insufficient to meet budget targets.  PC stated he hoped to appoint a Gift Aid 

Administrator. The following was then noted in discussion: 

 Mrs Cecily Parkinson stated that the Traidcraft Stall also contributed to the income 

of St Faith’s; 

 Mrs Mary Bucks asked if the Church finances were in a good place for next year.  

CS stated that overall the General Fund was £2,000 adrift, whereas this time last year it 

was £8,000 adrift, so things have improved; 

 It was noted that some of the Funds were restricted use and could not be used for 

other needs; 

 Printing costs where mentioned.  It was acknowledged that a small number of service 

sheets still needed to be provided at services as some people were unable to use the 

screens. 

  

c) Parish Centre Development 

 PC reminded those present of the decision made to develop the Parish Centre so that the 

income generated can be ploughed into St Faith’s whole ministry.  The plans to date were 
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to have a bar, Wi-Fi throughout the building, installation of an extractor fan system in the 

Bulson Hall kitchen and new cooker.  It is also planned to redecorate the Parish Office. 

  

d) St Faith’s Building 

 PC reported that a survey had been completed.  A new Development Group had been set 

up.  New signs and notice boards were being planned and a South Footpath.  A survey was 

carried out to explore why the St Faith’s building is moving.  It is not thought to be so, and 

the cause of the plaster cracks is thought to be temperature fluctuation due to the central 

heating.  It is hoped that this problem can be remedied.  During discussion the following 

was noted: 

 Mrs Becca Chamberlain asked how the commercial aspect and outreach aspect of 

the Parish Centre will be managed.  PC stated that there would be balance between these 

two aspects; 

 A question was raised with regard to engaging newcomers to monetary giving to the 

church.  PC stated that it is hoped to appoint a Stewardship Officer to deal with this issue; 

 AM asked if the purchase of new chairs could be considered.  PC stated that this 

would be dealt with by the Building Development Group; 

 Mrs Becca Chamberlain enquired if there were any plans to purchase Bibles for the 

church.  PC though this would be a good idea. 

 

10. 

 

Vote of Thanks 

 

 

 

LM raised a vote of thanks to all the clergy for all their hard work over the last year. 
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Reports 
 

Christmas Day Lunch 

 

The Christmas Lunch was held in the Bulson Hall on Christmas Day, and had 62 guests, which is 

the largest number in some time.  The organising group was chaired by me, and was comprised of 

helpers from within St Faith’s and from the wider community.  As usual I worried about not having 

enough helpers, but a request for help was shared widely on Facebook and in the end I had to turn 

helpers away as we had too many people volunteering!    

 

Volunteers took a number of roles on the day: cooks, table hosts, floating helpers, and washing up, 

amongst others.  Some of the local ICANGO minibus drivers volunteered to bring people to the lunch 

and return them after.  Local singer Justine Rossiter provided entertainment, and we were able to 

give all guests a small present and some Christmas cake to take away with them.   

 

I would like to offer my very great thanks to everyone who helped make the Lunch happen.  It was a 

wonderful event, and those who came very much appreciated being with others on Christmas Day.   

 

I’m so pleased that we as a church make this event happen – it’s part of our vision to “represent God’s 

living presence to our town”.  However, the next time we run the lunch, I would like someone else in 

the church community to chair the organising group: I have more than enough to do at Christmas! 

 

Rev’d Dr Paul Chamberlain 

 

Communications Forum 

 

The forum consists of a team of nine meeting on an irregular basis. Over the last year we have 

looked at the placing of posters around Lee, external signage for the church, articles for The Big 

Voice, sharing events with local social media outlets such as Then & Now and Lee-on-Solent Matters 

& More. 
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From the information the congregation provided on “Why I like St. Faith’s” the comments helped our 

Vicar develop a plan to set up a meet, greet and information table for new people to the church. 

 

The planning and implementation of signage was undertaken by Tim Hooper. He arranged the 

development of the design and negotiated with Gosport Borough Council on planning permissions 

and signage suppliers to obtain quotes and arrange for a final version to be presented to the PCC 

and Diocese for approval. These signs were erected in Jan 2020. 

 

‘Big Voice’ articles are written by Alan Millard every month, with local interest stories. This year has 

seen articles on Women4Women in Lee; the role of churchwardens; a support group for 

grandparents estranged from their grandchildren; the Infant and Nursery school and The New 

Cottage Loaf. Following publication these articles are uploaded to the church website; to raise 

interest there is a short teaser on our Facebook channel and link to the website. We have had over 

3500 hits on the pages for these stories since 2015. 

 

On social media, one example was the series of five posts to promote the Live Nativity, these 

averaged 250 views each. The ability to reach many people through social media channels is 

immense! 

 

We continue to support the Vicar with actions and advice as necessary. 

 

Jon McDonald 

 

 

Cuppa and Company 

 

Cuppa and Company forms part of the Ministry of St Faith’s Church.  It is a way of giving reassurance 

and comfort to people who have become bereaved or are undergoing life changing experiences.  

We try to give the people attending some Spiritual uplift, or just a comforting chat over a cup of tea 

and cake in an informal environment.  Cuppa and Company is open to anyone who wishes to come, 

regardless of whether they are regular members of St Faith’s Church or not. 

 

Cuppa and Company meet each Thursday in the Bulson Hall from 2.00pm until 3.00pm during 

School term time.  One of the ICANGO buses collects about ten people in Lee-on-the-Solent and 

Stubbington for this event, and then returns them home afterwards.  Additionally about five or six 

people regularly attend by their own means of transport.  About four helpers each week from our 

Easter Day Dawn Service 



10 
 

regular congregation attend to serve tea and cake to all who come.  These cakes are often 

homemade by some of the helpers, which has proved to be very popular.  During the past year we 

have also benefited by the generosity of ASDA Superstore in Fareham, by sending a staff member 

Heidi, who often brings food supplies, and socialising with our clients, she also helps with the 

washing up, and is a popular figure at Cuppa and Company.  There are some members who have 

been coming for about six years, as this is the only time they leave their home during the week, and 

to meet with other people has become an important and social time during their life. 

 

At certain times of the year, and especially at Christmas time this event is turned into a party 

atmosphere with a jolly good sing along.  Birthdays are always recognised and celebrated with a 

special cake and birthday card for the recipient. 

 

Cliff Rook - Churchwarden 

 

Fabric Committee 

 

We were delighted to have Peter Murrell and Peter Cornish volunteer to replace those who had left 

last year, each bringing skills, knowledge and willingness to help, when needed. 

 

The Committee’s role is to keep a regular watch on the state of the church buildings and to put in 

place actions to rectify any problems, which may be observed. Some of which we can do ourselves 

with a minimum of cost or if necessary, arrange for external support. We meet regularly every 2 

months to do this in enough time to send minutes to the PCC. 

 

During the Year we have noted, repaired and if possible activated action on the following: 

 Car park holes and drain covers have been repaired. 

 Crazy paving at the side of the Lowry room has been replaced with tarmac. 

 Lowry room curtains repaired and dry cleaned.  

 Air vent replaced on Lowry soffit. 

 New ladder purchased. 

 A damp patch noted in Bulson kitchen necessitated the lagging to be replaced and the area  

cleaned. 

 Church chairs monitored for woodworm: this is not active. 

 Felts on the bottom of church chairs replaced when necessary. 

 Toy Box treated for woodworm. 

 Gaps in the hedging noted and repaired in the Garden of Remembrance and the trees in  

the NE corner of the Green trimmed. 

 Holes are constantly appearing in the grass areas and soil has been purchased to fill these  

in when noted. 

 Doors of church re-varnished. 

 2 Church Cleaning and 2 separate Garden maintenance days achieved. 
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The fabric committee record one off actions, but a constant watch is kept during the year on regular 

walk-abouts. The following are on constant review, some of which are on service contract: 

 Electric lights, points etc.  

 Drains and Gutters cleared on a regular basis. 

 The Organ Cellar is prone to flooding and this is pumped out regularly. 

 

Thanks, therefore, must go to the Caretaker and Committee who give of their time. If there are any 

other volunteers who would like to share in this, we would be pleased to welcome you. 

 

Margaret Hunt 

 

Flower Team 

 

St. Faith’s church has a calming atmosphere and as a 

group we feel that flowers enhance the atmosphere. 

Usually, the 15 volunteer ladies work in 5 teams to 

arrange a Pedestal and 2 Altar vases and if flowers 

allow further arrangements appear around the Church. 

The Mother’s Union arrange the Lady Chapel flowers 

and where possible we all relate to the ecclesiastical 

colours. If Wedding couples wish to have their chosen 

colours used on their day in Church, we work with them 

to use the flowers they ask for.  

 

Then of course the highlight for us are the Festivals 

when we can all come together to share the load. We 

find that after the absence of flowers during Lent and 

Advent, it is just as though the Church is coming alive 

with the arrangements throughout the church at Easter 

and Christmas. Harvest and Remembrance Day have 

their own beauty and then in December we enjoy 

making decorations for the Christmas fayre. For the last 

couple of years, we have joined with ladies from Rainbow Toddlers and their friends for an evening 

of wreath making. This is growing in popularity; allowing all to share ideas and the chance to meet 

others.  

 

In September we enjoyed an outing to Wisley Gardens for the Flower festival. We are very grateful 

for the donations which we receive at festival times and at other times in the year in memory of loved 

ones, because as a team we are self-sufficient in providing equipment and flowers either by personal 

donation or from fund raising throughout the Year. We were sorry to lose Ann Dent from the teams 

but are pleased to welcome Greta Hayter, Margaret Fenwick and Joyce Dawson who has been able 

to return after surgery. 

 

Margaret Hunt 
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Friends of St Faith’s 

 

We had a very successful year and we agreed to contribute to a number of PCC items including the 

Signage in Victoria Square, the new Lowry Room loft ladder, repairs to the Bulson Hall Kitchen, 

repairs to the Lowry Room window, refurbishment of the Parish Office and replacement of beech 

hedging in the Memorial Garden. We held seven events during the year and are most grateful for 

the tremendous support each attracted. 

 

Financially, we had £10,196 in the account at year end of which £6297 was committed to the projects 

above, leaving £3899 which includes our reserve of £3000. We also had a membership of 73, an 

increase of 14 over 2018. 

 

Tim Austin / Jo Drew 

 

Health and Safety Committee 

 

The Health & Safety Committee have had another busy year, meeting in general every two months.   

Whereas the previous couple of years saw the development of the H&S Policy Statement and over 

70 Risk Assessments covering all areas and activities in St Faith’s Church and Centre, the past year 

has seen the team start working through the Risk Assessments. This is to ensure that they are still 

relevant and identifying any new risks, changes or removals.  

 

The team have worked well together with enthusiasm and good humour although it has, for some, 

been a learning curve getting to grips with a new type of process.  Full copies of the Health & Safety 

Policy and Risk Assessments will soon be located in the Vestry, and a copy of the documents 

relevant just to the Parish Centre in the Bulson and Lowry Kitchens. 

 

Thanks go to the team: Paul Chamberlain (Chairman); Cliff Rook; Ian Hamilton; John Hagger; 

Margaret Hunt; Rita Morgan; and Sheila Jones. 

 

John Hagger 

Friends of St Faith’s Burns Night event 
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Kids@11 

 

Kids@11 usually takes place in the Bulson Hall during part of the Sundays @11 service. We have 

groups for infants, juniors and seniors, sometimes joining together for part of the session. The pre-

school joined us for the popular worship sessions. 

 

We introduced a successful transition for the pre-schoolers this year, having two “visits” during the 

summer term and in the first few weeks in September keeping group activities separate.   A fantastic 

collage was produced for the Live Nativity: great teamwork.  

 

The team decided that learning Makaton would bring benefits to what we could provide and invited 

the PCC to consider St. Faith’s working towards become an accredited “Makaton Friendly Church.” 

Details of an initial training session have now been agreed with a date to be set.  

 

The team were also keen to set up a “quiet corner” for use during sessions. Some new books have 

been purchased for this plus 10 Good News Rainbow edition bibles for use within the junior and 

senior groups.  

 

Carolyn Marshall 

 

Live Nativity 

 

On Sunday 8th December 2019, 10am-2pm, St Faith’s embarked on its first Live Nativity. This was 

an initiative inspired by Holy Rood, Stubbington, which combined live drama and live animals to tell 

the Christmas story and attract families from the community into church. 

 

We made the event very much our own, with Paul playing Isaiah in the Lowry Room, where people 

congregated, introducing them to Old Testament prophecy with a light touch. A small group of 

singers from our choir sang Christmas carols too. Then groups were shown through into the Church, 

where they were treated to a series of live dramas, with witty scripts written by Donna Vann, a 

children’s author and member of our Sundays@11 congregation. They met the Innkeeper and his 

The Lowry Room as a prayer space  
for Thy Kingdom Come 
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wife, the magi, shepherds, angels, and finally Mary, Joseph and baby. There they paused, and had 

the opportunity to write a prayer on a star and hang it on the Christmas tree. This was a significant 

pastoral moment for many, recalling loved ones they had lost during the year, for example. 

 

 

After this, the families progressed to the link into the Bulson Hall to dress up and visit the live animals 

provided outside by Miller’s Ark, where they could have their photographs taken for a small charge. 

Animals included donkeys, sheep, goats, chickens and pigs. Finally, they entered the Bulson Hall 

proper, where they found refreshments, live music, some home-grown Christmas stalls and had an 

opportunity to make some Christmas craft to take away. 

 

The event attracted around 350 people, many of whom had not been into church before, causing us 

some logistical, processing challenges (which we have learned from) and involved over 100 

volunteers from across the congregations, on the planning committee, as actors, stewards, and 

helping with all aspects of the day. We also involved Lee Junior School, who ran an art competition, 

contributing pictures of Christmas scenes for our décor. 
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We made £1,716.52, with a total income figure of £2,787.32 (including £1,225 fundraised from the 

Mission Opportunities Fund), and total costs of £1070.80, but by far the biggest impact was the 

missional one. 

 

I’ll give the final words to some of the people who came: 

“Yesterday I was at a ladies group and the chat was all about how wonderful and meaningful the 

Live Nativity was. The lady in question said they were not religious but it meant a lot to them and 

their grandson. 

“It was fantastic to see a huge number of families come along and the children so fully absorbed in 

the 'cameo' dramas.” 

“For me the best moment was a little girl being allowed to hold baby Jesus and gazing at him with 

such awe.” 

“A fabulous event.  … I’m still buzzing from it!!!!! I hope it will have sown a seed for some families.” 

“It was a Christmas message that will stay in the memory.  So many people involved in the 

production.  Truly an amazing epic!  Thank you, thank you.” 

“ it was clear at every stage that people were enjoying themselves, and the level of support you had 

inspired was wonderful to see.” 

“Well done. It was a great success and lovely to see so many families and youngsters in the church. 

I truly believe it touched people’s lives.” 

“This was the local church being Church if ever I experienced it.” 

“The footfall from our neighbours was impressive and the engagement of literally hundreds from our 

congregation quite spectacular.” 

 

Rev’d Dr Mary Kells 

 

Mother’s Union 

 

2019 was always destined to be an important and busy year for the Mothers’ Union in Portsmouth – 

we had the honour of hosting the Annual Meeting for the movement in September.  This event is 

over 2 days with 2 services in the Cathedral on the first followed by a meeting for everyone in the 

Guildhall the day after.  A huge undertaking for our Diocese as we have many members who are 

not so mobile and a good number of Stewards were needed. 

 

Locally our branch provided refreshments for the World Day of Prayer and joined in Anniversary 

celebrations at Warsash and Holy Rood.  We held a Lent lunch, cake stall and Strawberry tea and 

sold home-made marmalade which together with our bi-annual sponsored walk enabled us to give 

£1,950 to Mothers’ Union charities. A fantastic result! 

 

On 30th June our Church said goodbye to Steve Dent and it was a pleasure to be able to help provide 

and serve the lunch.  We all enjoyed the wonderful atmosphere and feeling of love that afternoon, 

Steve had been a great support to our members. 

 

Within a few days we welcomed members from around the Deanery to celebrate the 115th 

Anniversary of our own branch and enjoyed lunch, a church service and tea together.  Later in July 
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we had our annual outing and this year we were welcomed to the home of Peter and Pippa Sutton 

– a really relaxing day with no catering, we were thoroughly spoiled. 

 

As the ‘Day at the seaside’ for families from local Refuges went well last year we offered to host the 

event this year and once again the weather was kind to us and allowed everyone to have a good 

day away from the usual stress of living in a confined space. The families were quite nervous on 

arrival but as we gathered them altogether for their journey back they were thoroughly relaxed with 

hardly any tears all day-really worthwhile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 members were able to help with the General meeting in September, the weather was absolutely 

glorious for the Cathedral services and we enjoyed meeting folk from across the country many of 

whom we recognised as we welcomed them to the meeting the next morning.  

 

During the year Sue and I have continued to provide refreshments for Rainbow Toddlers every week, 

celebrating Shrove Tuesday, Mothering Sunday and Children in Need. This group continues to grow 

and it’s a great joy to be part of it. 

 

Our year ended with the Christmas lunch, we were able to say our own ‘Thankyou’ to Trevor Reader 

– he has been our MU Chaplain for the past 5 years but has now retired. We look forward to the 

New Year and follow our theme for 2020 ‘Building in Hope and Confidence. 

 

Liz Emery – Branch Leader 

 

Music 

 

As with every year, 2019 was an incredibly busy one with some notable achievements along the 

way; not least those of our Junior Choir who have been quite prolific in the area! 

 

As always, I would like to begin by thanking our hard-working body of singers and instrumentalists.  

Without these wonderful people giving of their time and energy throughout the year, none of what I 

aim to achieve at St. Faith’s would be possible; the Senior Choir (which numbers twenty two), the 

Junior Choir (which usually averaged a weekly attendance of six last year), the contemporary 

worship band and their brilliant leader, Bridget Dean, are a powerhouse of skill and enthusiasm. 

Thank you everyone, for the joy and colour you bring to our worship. Having this number of people 

The ‘Day at the Seaside’ hosted by the MU 
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involved allows us to deliver good quality music in all our liturgies, and it enables our smooth 

functioning each week, even when we have considerable absences due to holidays etc. Over the 

course of the years we have recorded on many different occasions (e.g. weddings, special choral 

evensongs etc.), and it has been such a blessing to be able to use some of this material for our 

‘online church services’ at my time of writing (but more about this in my 2020 report next April).   

 

Key Events last year: 

1) The Junior Choir met a composer and sang alongside the Bournemouth Symphony 

Orchestra! 

This was a special commission. The children met with composer James Olsen earlier in the year (at 

the D-Day museum, Portsmouth) where they talked about D-Day and oral history. After a tour of the 

museum, the children posed questions to be asked of the composer’s grandfather (a D-Day veteran), 

and the fruit of those conversations became text/lyrics embedded within a series of songs and 

orchestral soundscapes. The children rehearsed with the BSO during the Easter Holiday at St. 

Mary’s Fratton, then the final performance in the summer took place at the Pyramid Centre in 

Portsmouth.They were supposed to be up on the big D-Day 75 stage, but the terrible storm and rain 

meant that the event had to move indoors. 

 

2) The Senior Choir sang Choral Evensong at Portsmouth Cathedral in August. 

Singing Choral Evensong at the Cathedral is becoming a bit of an annual event for us. It was a joy 

to sing in this wonderful building and to have Andrew Cleary accompanying us. The initial warm-up 

in the Song School was followed by a rehearsal in the Cathedral. Next we were treated to tea (and 

a lovely selection of cakes by the Cathedral’s hospitality team), and then we sang the service; Smith 

Responses, a psalm to Anglican chant, Stanford’s setting of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis in Bb, 

and Wesley’s “Blessed be the God and Father” as our anthem. Needless to say that after the closing 

hymn, Andrew ‘pulled out all the stops’ for his closing voluntary as we processed out. They have 

invited us back, and so we hope to visit again sometime in the future.   
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3) The Junior Choir sang Choral Evensong for the Feast of St. Cecilia at the Cathedral. 

This took place back in November as part of the ‘Cathedral Sing’ outreach project.  Our juniors 

worked hard learning some quite demanding music – Herbert Howell’s “hymn to St. Cecilia”, and a 

beautiful setting of the Magnificat by Cecilia MacDowell, “Song of Mary”. The event was absolutely 

thrilling, and it was a joy to hear the massed singing of the Cathedral choir, our juniors, and other 

children from a whole host of schools and churches. Real food for thought and an afternoon to 

remember! 

At the end of the year we enjoyed, as always, a beautiful Carol Service and we were able to secure 

the services of Mr Nicholas Gleed as our Organist. Nick is an amazing musician (formerly Head of 

Music at Beadales school), he is a sensitive accompanist and he is very keen to play for us again. 

In the past we have been very fortunate to have Andrew Cleary with us (before he took up his post 

as Director of Music at St. Peter’s, Bishop’s Waltham), and it is now wonderful to have our new 

connection with Nick. 

 

Another fantastic year. Onwards and upwards! 

 

Richard Dewland – Director of Music 

 

Open the Book/The Word 

 

Open the Book  

The Open the Book team have enjoyed another successful year, taking bible stories into Lee-on-

Solent Infant school.  Fortnightly, the hall is packed with 250+ pupils, ranging in age from just 4 to 

7, depending on the time of year.  The groups of 6 actors from each class in rotation are excited to 

be selected to act out roles in the story. Sometimes a degree of diplomacy is required in allocating 

parts, particularly if Mary is in the story! Generally the children practice with great enthusiasm, 

although performing in front of their peers can be somewhat overwhelming and require a bit of 

prompting from the team. Their sense of achievement and increased confidence at the end is always 

a delight. 
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For many, if not most of the pupils, this is one of the few times these children hear bible stories which 

not only show how God works on earth and that He is real, but which also run through our literature 

and culture.  The team see Open the Book as a critical outreach to children in the early stages of 

their learning journey, and we are glad to be warmly received by the staff at the school who are very 

supportive.  Seeing so many children totally absorbed by a bible story, then joining in with a song of 

praise is a joy that is worth every ounce of effort the hardworking team put in.   

 

Many thanks to Jo Drew, Jayne Dent, Kim McDonald, John Herklots, Alison Jeanneret, Ian Hamilton 

& Carolyn Keyzor who have all helped make it happen this academic year. 

 

Bridget Dean     

 

 

The Word 

The Word Team have had a good response to our assemblies this year in Lee on the Solent Junior 

School.  The children are always pleased to see us, and the team are often recognised and greeted 

in the streets!  We have had new people join the team and were pleased to welcome Ann Leonard 

& Donna Vann.  We have mostly gone into school fortnightly delivering assemblies following the 

Open the Book Syllabus, but sometimes with our own take on the stories. 

 

Each assembly begins with a game or quiz, which we either have volunteer children participate in, 

or the whole school.  We then present a Bible story, either by inviting volunteers to act out the story 

to our narration or by showing pictures or a video of the story.  We finish with an optional prayer, 

and an action song. 

 

Remembrance artwork from Lee Junior School, displayed in the south porch around Remembrance 

Sunday 
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It has been great to raise the profile of Jesus and the church in these young people’s lives and we 

have used our contacts with the school to draw families to other church activities, such as the Easter 

Extravaganza, the summer fair and the Live Nativity, as well as Christmas services, and parenting 

courses.  We are very grateful for our positive relationship with the Junior School and do continue 

to pray for them as they seek to appoint a new head teacher and navigate this challenging time. 

 

Thanks to everyone in the team for their dedication, creativity and commitment; Frank Cochrane, 

Ann Leonard, Rita Morgan, Alison King, Donna Vann & Margaret Hunt.  

 

If you would be interested in supporting schools contact Becca Chamberlain or Bridget Dean at 

families@stfaithslee.org.uk. 

 

 

 

The Thy Kingdom Come prayer event at Portchester Castle.  St Faith’s hosted a prayer space using 

stones from the beach in Lee (top photo). 
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Parenting Courses  

 

This year Becca Chamberlain was able to train as a Care for the Family Parenting Course Facilitator.  

This involved a day course in London to train to lead small groups and a 2 day course at Care for 

the Family headquarters in Newport, Wales.  Rainbow Toddlers was able to pay for this training and 

Becca is now qualified to deliver courses for Preschool, Primary and Secondary school age children. 

 

The courses are each six weeks long and are as much about building relationships and confidence 

as practical tips.  In the autumn we ran a Primary Years Course.  To make the course more easily 

accessible for parents with children at the Lee schools, we hired the Scout Hut beside the recreation 

ground.   

Emma Mason, a youth worker and the 1st Lee cub leader, offered to host us there, opening up and 

making drinks and Cora McKeown offered to co-lead with Becca.  The course was advertised by the 

schools, in the local shops, on social media and at relevant groups at the church centre. 

 

Numbers were disappointing for the first course, and it is unclear whether the time we put the course 

on, straight after drop off, or the venue were a problem for people, or the lack of crèche, or whether 

it was the stigma of attending a course.  We ran the course with just a few people, and those who 

attended found it beneficial.  We strongly believe that supporting families in the community is an 

important part of the work of the church here in Lee, and will continue to run parenting courses.  

Please do pray for this initiative and if you have any training in providing courses or would like to 

help in crèches in the future, do contact Becca Chamberlain.  

 

Becca Chamberlain 

 

Parish Centre 

 

During the past year I am pleased to report that the Parish Centre continues to grow with new and 

regular bookings, and the feedback from our hirers is very encouraging.  This is in addition to the 

many regular hirers who have used the centre for a number of years.  This additional generated 

income helps enormously with the regular maintenance and improvements that were planned for 

throughout 2019, and came to fruition in early 2020.   

 

Thanks go to Andrew Munro our administrator, Shelia Jones our caretaker, and Sandy Pennington 

our cleaner.  

 

We have a Parish Centre to be proud of, our hirers both regular and occasional, all pay their due on 

time, and treat the Centre with care for others to enjoy.     

 

Cliff Rook - Churchwarden 
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Parochial Church Council 

  

The PCC meets once every two months when there is opportunity to discuss significant issues and 

developments of St. Faith’s. At our meetings members also consider regular reports on church and 

parish centre finances, the care and maintenance of church buildings, fabric and fittings, recent 

events and activities in the church, as well as Deanery and Diocesan matters. 

 

In the past year the PCC has discussed and made decisions on a number of important issues. These 

have included:  

 Vision Statement   

 Safeguarding,   

 Health and Safety 

 Pastoral Network 

 Finance – and the change to not have a collection during the services.   

 The Parish Centre Business Plan  

 Lead Academy – which has lead the PCC to look at aspects of the vision statement, and how 

we can develop this within the church, the first area we were looking at was Welcome.  

 

We are grateful for the continued commitment of those who contribute to the work of the various 

committees which report to the PCC. As the PCC will undergo some change in membership, we will 

be pleased to welcome new members to this important body which oversees all aspects of the work 

of the church.  

 

Luke Marshall, Lay Chair of the PCC 

 

People and Planet Group  

 

Issues concerning the environment and concerns for the health of our planet have increasingly come 

into focus over the past few years.  Many of us have been concerned about these issues for some 

time and felt that as Christians it is important that we should be involved in caring for God’s Creation, 

speaking and acting on matters concerned with the Planet’s welfare. So in July 2019 Becca 

Chamberlain sent out a call to those of us in St Faith’s who would be interested in forming a group 

to demonstrate God’s love for the Planet and its people. 

 

On 29th July 2019 a group of us met to consider how we as a church could address environmental 

concerns, both locally and globally. Becca suggested that we use the framework provided by the 

Portuguese Christian organization ‘A Rocha’ whose remit is Christian; Conservation; Community 

and Cross-cultural. A Rocha have developed a framework and award scheme to help churches 

become Eco churches. The scheme has 3 award levels:- Bronze, Silver and Gold and looks at 5 

different aspects of church life which we could develop to be more environmentally effective. The 

five different areas are: Worship and teaching, Management of church buildings, Management of 

church land, Community and Global engagement and Lifestyle. While the award would be valued, it 
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is not the goal itself but a means to help us act in a more environmentally and responsible way here 

at St Faith’s. 

 

At our first meeting we split into the five different groups and brainstormed how we as a church could 

act in these areas. Becca then took 2 main points from each group to form an action plan. Some of 

us had begun to look at these action plans. One of the action points was to encourage more people 

to cycle to church and the need to have more cycle racks, as well as extra spaces for young families 

to leave their buggies when attending the church buildings with babies and toddlers. This is currently 

being investigated.  

 

Elaine Johnson and Mandy Hoang have taken over the chairing of the group. If you have any 

questions about the group or are interested in becoming involved then please contact: 

 

Elaine Johnson:  elaine.johnson21@gmail.com   

Mandy Hoang: hoangmandy@gmail.com  

 

Rainbow Toddlers 

 

Becca Chamberlain and Rita Morgan were sad to see both Mary 

Kells and Steve Dent step down from Rainbow Toddlers both of 

whom have contributed so much to the group.  We are very 

grateful for all they have done and as Steve moved on to 

Alverstoke we were pleased to present him with a gift.   

 

Thankfully we have welcomed some new members to our team 

Pam Rigg, Wendy Mansbridge, Annabel Brammal, Sarah-Jane 

Murphy and Juliet Swann have all taken on some of the responsibilities.  They have been ably 

assisted by Liz Emery and Sue Hamilton from the MU on refreshments, who are present every week 

with a smile and often go the extra mile with Pudsey biscuits for Children in Need, Scones for 

Mothering Sunday and Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday.  
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Rainbow Toddlers provides a safe and welcoming place for people to come and encounter God's 

love through the church's hospitality and support. We have had a number of very committed families 

who attend weekly and many who come regularly as well as a quite wide fringe.  Sometimes we 

have had over 50 children and never less than 20.  It is a well-attended and well liked group.  In a 

world where the church is losing touch with people in their 20’s and 30’s Toddler groups are a vital 

link. 

 

As well as maintaining a presence on social media, we have also started sending a regular email as 

well as our paper newsletters and are trying to draw people into the community, even if they are not 

attending every week.   

 

Rainbow Toddlers activities outside of Tuesdays have had mixed response.  This year for the first 

time we organised a Mindfulness evening for Mums near Mothering Sunday, and although only a 

few attended it was well received.  Our wreath making social event was very popular and well 

attended and we were most grateful to the ladies from the flower team that led the event.  It has 

been great to make connections with the parents and carers outside of Toddlers and this year more 

people from the wider community attended.  We could easily charge more or run two, but whether 

this fits with the vision of why we do the event is still to be decided. 

 

We are pleased to find ourselves well-advertised on local apps; Hoop describe us as “A high energy 

toddler group with games, crafts, outside activities and more.”  Reviews on our Facebook page have 

also been very encouraging: Emma writes, “Great group, friendly and inviting. Tons of activities for 

kids. My little one looks forward to Tuesday and going to St. Faith’s for a fun time.” 

We enjoyed a visit from ‘Made by me’, the pottery workshop, just 

before Father’s Day, which enabled families to decorate 

coasters and plates with handprints and where we made 

Steve’s plate with a finger print from all those present.  It 

has also been a pleasure to be able to use some outdoor 

space in good weather, and we have also enjoyed a rather 

comical sports day and a number of after-group picnics.  

Having decided to open in term time only, we have run a 

number of Messy Church style holiday events for toddlers and 

their siblings called “Over the Rainbow.”  These have been well received with people being grateful 

to have something to attend in the school breaks and also some positive responses to the Bible 

based activities. We have particularly enjoyed seeing Toddlers families getting involved with other 

church events.  The Easter Eggstravaganza, organised by the socials team, and Live Nativity were 

big hits with families this year. 

 

It has been great to have a team approach to Toddlers and we are really enjoying working together. 

If you are interested in joining the team to get alongside mothers, fathers, grandparents and carers 

in the community, or help out at our occasional events please speak to Becca Chamberlain or Rita 

Morgan. 

 

Becca Chamberlain 
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Safeguarding  

 

During 2018 we were able to train 78 members of the Church community in the Safeguarding 

Foundation course, this was opened to others and increased the numbers to 94 in 2019, all hold the 

certificate for 3 years. Further advanced training given by the Diocese has been taken by the Clergy, 

Churchwardens and Safeguarding team in safer recruitment, leadership, and domestic abuse. 

 

The Parish Safeguarding Handbook recommend that the Welcome Teams, Refreshment helpers, 

Flower team, Choir and Music group members and the Sound team should take the Basic 

Awareness training, so more will take place in the coming year.  

 

In February, the Diocese made the decision to move to an on-line DBS service who would then 

process the Disclosure applications for all Churches. Training was then given to Pam Rigg (lead 

recruiter) and Margaret Hunt (recruiter) before changing completely in June.  This has made a big 

difference in the process of checking applications which are completed much more quickly. In 

addition to this the applicant can go online and complete the basic training to enable the whole 

process to be completed. 

 

St. Faith’s continues with their commitment to safeguard children and vulnerable adults ensuring 

that all areas of church life are protected. To achieve this, we have worked with each group to write 

‘Role Descriptions’ for the leaders and to ensure that ‘Risk Assessments’ are in place. 

 

Hirers of the halls must provide us with their Risk Assessments and be made aware of St. Faith’s 

requirements.  

 

The safeguarding committee meet regularly and make a report to the PCC meetings at their bi -

monthly meetings. 

 

Margaret Hunt 

 

St Faith’s Socials  

 

Rebecca Parrett and Becca Chamberlain have organised a variety of social events this year to have 

fun and to build the community of the church and enable church members to draw friends into the 

church community in a non-threatening way. 

 

The programme has included activities to suit people of all ages has been largely well received. 

A number of people from the different congregations and some of their friends enjoyed a walk in 100 

Acres Woods in March, some of whom had never been to the Forest of Bere before. 

 

The Easter Eggstravaganza on Easter Monday, was a brilliant event with lots of people making 

parachutes for eggs to be dropped off the roof of the link, and taking part in arts, crafts and games 

as well as meeting some of Mary’s marvellous chickens! 
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Despite the showers half a dozen families 

came along to catch some crabs at Titchfield 

and we had a fun afternoon in May. The 

games afternoon was well attended by 

families, but less older folk than we were 

hoping, and our vision of an intergenerational 

domino competition and building 

relationships through board games was not 

entirely met.  The giant snakes and ladders 

was a big hit, and many people got to have a 

go at games they did not have at home! 

 

The Bangers and Bonfire evening, was remodelled significantly due to stormy weather, but the light 

box and UV face paints worked well in the dark of the church and the more traditional Apple Bobbing 

and the smelly sock game were fun things to do in the hall.  With Martin Suter’s beacon fire pit we 

were also able to enjoy some outdoor fun and sparklers too.   

 

Providing Mulled Wine and Mince Pies at the Carol Service was an 

excellent idea and enabled both regulars and Christmas guests to 

mingle and chat before a fabulous service. 

 

Special thanks to the Parrett and Chamberlain families and all those 

who helped make these events happen.   

 

Becca Chamberlain 

 

 

Summer Fete 

 

As usual, St Faith’s Summer Fete took place on the second Saturday of June 2019.  The sun shone, 

many people came, and a good time was had – see the photos below!   

 

As we have done in recent years, the focus of the Fete was on the grass area around the Bulson 

Hall, while the car park was kept for visits by the local police and fire brigade.  We had a good number 

of stall holders from outside the church community, as well as our regular St Faith’s stalls and 

activities.    

 

Special thanks to the organising team: Shelagh Froude, Kim Mcdonald, Claire North, Cliff Rook and 

Mike Shrives, and to everyone else from the church who helped on the day. 

 

Rev’d Dr Paul Chamberlain 
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Vicar’s Report 

 

Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian community 

of all ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth, 

and representing God’s living presence in our town. 

 

Our vision statement, agreed back in 2015, is a vision of the kind of community we want St Faith’s 

to be, and it continues to shape what we do as a church community.  To help fulfil this vision, in 

2019: 
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Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian community… 

 

 We continued to work on our Sunday welcome, and we bought the Welcome Teams together 

for meetings in March, to discuss together how we can improve what we do 

 We held two joint services, at Pentecost and Harvest, to bring the church community together 

in prayer and worship.   

 We held a Lent Lunch, Harvest Lunch, and other Bring and Share lunches across the year, 

to encourage the church community to spend time together socially across our congregations 

 We celebrated Sea Sunday, we bought the Parish Eucharist intercessors together for a 

meeting (the first time anyone could remember this happening!), and we bought the Parish 

Eucharist servers together for training 

 

…of all ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth… 

 

 We continued to hold our regular mix of services, allowing people to choose the style which 

best helps them engage with God 

 We ran the Bible Course over Lent, holding two sessions a week and also taking the themes 

of the course and using them for Sunday sermons.  The course was very well received, and 

helped many people understand the big story of the Bible 

 We held a special series of events in Holy Week, including a Songs of Praise, the film Mary 

Magdalene, Arguing with Power - a service inspired by the Iona Community, meditation, 

contemporary worship, and various events on Good Friday ending with Tenebrae, and on 

Easter Day, to help us engage with the story of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection 

 We held a series of special opportunities for prayer over the period of Ascension Day to 

Pentecost, under the banner Thy Kingdom Come, working with the other churches in Lee.  

Taizé Prayer at the Methodist church, contemporary prayer and worship at St Faith’s, and 24 

hours of prayer in the Lowry Room. 

 We ran a prayer tent at the diocesan Thy Kingdom Come event at Portchester Castle 

 We held an Advent Quiet morning, based on themes in the Advent Antiphons 

 We continued to run house groups, which meet regularly (usually weekly) in homes, for 

prayer, Bible study and fellowship 

 We started an occasional series of sermons looking at Contemporary Issues from a Christian 

perspective.  In June we looked at gender and women, and the environment.  In September 

we thought about Brexit, and in November about sex and sexuality.  The Brexit and sexuality 

sermons were followed with an evening discussion on these topics a couple of weeks later, 

which were useful opportunities for people to discuss further. 

For the Brexit discussion, I asked people in advance to tell me (anonymously) how they voted 

in the 2016 Brexit Referendum, and why.  I received over 100 responses, and the comments 

were really useful in the sermons and discussions.  You may be interested to know that the 

people who responded voted 66% to remain in the EU, 34% to leave.  This means that as a 

church community we are quite different from our Gosport parliamentary constituency, which 

voted 61% to leave. 
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…representing God’s living presence in our town. 

 

 We hosted Year 3 from Lee Junior School at the Easter Experience 

 We ran the Live Nativity for the first time 

 We hosted a Christmas Day Lunch for over 60 people who would otherwise be on their own 

 We continued to run Open the Book fortnightly in Lee Infant and Junior Schools 

 We hosted the annual Fleet Air Arm/TAGA service in St Faith’s, as it could not be held at the 

FAA memorial  

 We continue to welcome our community in weddings, christenings and funerals, and in their 

use of Parish Centre 

 I contributed to a carol service at Boundary Oak School in Fareham, where I gave a short 

interactive talk about the meaning of Christmas 

 We held our annual Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving, which had over 200 people 

present 

 We welcomed Lee Infant School for a Harvest Assembly 

 

I continued to be active as a school governor in Lee Infant School (where I am vice-chair) and Lee 

Junior School (where I am an associate governor, although I took some responsibility as the 

governor overseeing the school finances).  Other members of the St Faith’s community are also 

involved in school governing, for which I am very grateful.  

 

We all represent God in our town, not just the vicar!  I pray that whether we are gathered together 

as a church, or scattered across the town and wider area, God will help us to share the good news 

of his love with the people around us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul preaching at an ordination service at Portsmouth Cathedral 
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Diocesan Responsibilities 

 

As well as my role as vicar of St Faith’s, I also have some responsibilities in the wider diocese, which 

I am glad to do, as it is important for us to contribute to the wider Church of England: 

 

 Throughout the year I was Associate Area Dean for Gosport, working alongside the Area 

Dean 

 I sat on Bishop’s Council, which meets every 2 months to make decisions regarding the life 

of our diocese.  As part of this role, I was involved in discussions around pastoral 

reorganisation in Gosport, Leigh Park and Newport on the Isle of Wight.  I met representatives 

of the churches in those areas, and also went as part of a diocesan team to the Church 

Commissioners in London in July 

 I chaired, when asked by Bishop Christopher, a review of the governance of the Diocesan 

Council for Social Responsibility, which looked at how the CSR operated and recommended 

that it have its own board of trustees (of which I became one) 

 I became a member of the Worship and Liturgy Group (the WILD Group!), which aims to help 

churches in the diocese refresh their liturgy and sung worship 

 In June, I led the pre-ordination retreat for those in our diocese being ordained deacons and 

priests; I also preached at the ordination services in the cathedral.  This was all rather 

daunting! 

 

Lead Academy 

 

In early 2019, our diocese offered our leadership team the chance to attend Lead Academy, a two 

year coaching and mentoring programme for churches.  We attended our first Lead Academy 

learning community in September 2019, and found it very helpful indeed.  It was great to have two 

days away to talk, reflect and plan, and it helped us shape our thinking about our vision as a church.  

I am grateful to the diocese for funding our attendance at Lead Academy, and you will see the fruit 

of this in the months ahead.  

 

Thank you 

 

Finally, thank you.  I remain so very grateful to everyone who is involved in the life of St Faith’s in 

any way.   

 

I would like to thank the Ministry Team – Rev. Steve Dent (who completed his curacy and left St 

Faith’s in June), Rev’d Dr Mary Kells (our curate), Ven Dr Trevor Reader, Rev’d Jan Beer, Rev’d 

Michael Beer, Rev’d John Herklots, Rev’d Ann Leonard, Cliff Rook and Rita Morgan 

(churchwardens), Ian Hamilton, and Rev’d Frank Cochrane – for all their work for St Faith’s. Without 

this group of people helping us in our ministry as a church, St Faith’s would not function. 

 

Special thanks to Joyce Dawson, our pastoral care co-ordinator, who stepped down from this role 

during 2019, and who contributed greatly to our care for one another over recent years.   
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Thank you to Andrew Munro our parish administrator, to Sheila Jones our caretaker, and to Sandy 

Pennington our cleaner; for their often unseen but important work. 

 

My thanks also to the many people who contribute to St Faith’s in varying ways – and I am worried 

about listing people for fear of leaving someone out!   

 

Thank you to all those who serve on the PCC and its committees and groups, whose jobs are often 

unnoticed, but vitally important for the church, including the Fabric Committee, Finance Committee, 

the Friends of St Faith’s, the Communications Forum, and the Building Development Group, which 

was created this year to help plan for the work needed on the church.  

 

Thanks to the Kids@11 and Rainbow Toddlers leaders, to the Sundays@11 team and musicians, 

to Richard Dewland our Music Director, to the house group coordinators, Choir, Servers, Readers, 

Intercessors, Chalice Assistants, Summer Fete team, Flower Team, Counters, PA team, Brass 

Cleaners, Live Nativity team, office volunteers, and Welcome Team.  Thanks to the people who lead 

Cuppa and Company, the Mothers’ Union, and Knit and Natter, and to the people who cut the grass 

and manage our grounds. Thanks to Alan Millard for writing in the Big Voice each month. 

 

St Faith’s in some numbers… 

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

8am 29 31 32 30 28 26 24 22 22 19 

Parish Eucharist - 

adults 
146 145 144 130 136 136 129 126 124 118 

Parish Eucharist - 

children 
13 10 11 12 14 16 2 1 2 2 

Sundays@11 adults       47 46 47 45 

Sundays@11 children       19 20 14 16 

6pm 20 19 18 14 15 17 18 21 22 19 

Thursday Eucharist 14 15 13 13 11 11 11 12 14 12 

Electoral Roll 238 228 249 213 223 241 256 268 285 253 

Christenings 41 45 32 13 18 30 22 26 9 17 

Weddings 10 15 18 13 10 7 8 6 5 6 

Funerals 57 45 26 26 26 26 27 31 24 40 

 

Each October we count people at our services, making sure we count each person only once. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Paul Chamberlain 

 

 

 Adults Children 

2014 159 16 

2015 172 14 

2016 190 21 

2017 195 18 

2018 193 16 

2019 174 15 
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Youth Work 

 

Throughout 2019 the weekly meeting of KFC (Kids for Christ) has continued, with myself and Kate 

Smyth (the Youth and Families Minister at St Mary’s Alverstoke) as leaders.  Only 2 leaders working 

with up to 13 youngsters each week is quite precarious and we need more leaders. Just as 

Lockdown commenced we had processed Safeguarding and Appointing for one of the youngster's 

fathers to join us, but this has been on hold in the last 2 months.  

 

The youngsters (school years 7 - 9) are enthusiastic and we believe are moving on in their faith 

lives.  They come from across the Deanery area with 3, hopefully soon 4 coming from St. Faith’s. 

We continue to use the material from Urban Saints website Energise. 

 

We have lost the 2 oldest members of the original group, and have become aware that the difference 

in development age, and therefore needs, between an 11 year old boy and a 14 year old girl are too 

big to contain within one group.   

 

This, and the fact that we would like to encourage the new Year 7 to join us, means that we should 

be prepared at some point to multiply into 2 groups, perhaps one for Years 7 and 8 and one for Year 

9 upwards. Maybe running another Youth Alpha. For this to happen there is an urgent need to 

appoint more leaders and I would ask the congregation to consider, prayerfully, if they can help in 

any way. 

 

The Saturday fortnightly Youth Club, aimed at a wider group of local youngsters did not increase in 

numbers over 18 months and has been closed.  Instead there is an intention to run Social Events 

every 6 weeks or so. To date there has been a Sleepover at St Mary’s Parish Centre and a Travelling 

Supper; these 2 for members of KFC. 

 

In addition an extremely successful evening was held for youngsters throughout the Fareham and 

Gosport Deanery Areas when Fareham Leisure Centre was booked, solely for their use.  Around 60 

youngsters enjoyed a great evening of activities in the Swimming Pool, and Large and Small Sports 

Halls.  The evening was co-ordinated by a specific committee headed up by Kate Smyth.   

  

Alison Jeanneret  
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