Fortnightly Notes
7th February 2021
Sunday services
Sunday services will continue in their current format for
the foreseeable future!
8am BCP Holy Communion - just turn up (no need to book) and please
bring a face covering to wear. For test and trace, you will need to give your
name and contact number when you arrive.
9.30am Parish Eucharist - please book in advance to come. Call Ruth on
023 9255 6445, or email churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk. Please bring a
face covering to wear.
The Parish Eucharist will always be live streamed on Facebook and YouTube.
The 8am service will often, but not always, be livestreamed. Check the church
website for details.
11am Sundays@11 on Zoom. Everyone is welcome to join us on Zoom
for Sundays@11. The start of the service is for all ages, and we don’t mind if
kids make noise or take up your screen! Then there will be a breakout room
for families, led by one of the Kids@11 team, while there will be a sermon and
sometimes discussion, and prayers, for the rest of the congregation. Do join
us!
Details of the Zoom meeting are available on the church website here:
http://stfaithslee.org/sundays11/

Kids@11 videos
Don’t forget the Kids@11 videos each week, on the St Faith’s YouTube
channel.

Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian
community of all ages and all stages of faith,
nurturing spiritual growth, and representing
God’s living presence in our town.

Work on the outside of St Faith’s - starts in April
At their meeting two weeks ago, the PCC decided to approve significant and
essential work on the outside of the church building. This work includes
repairs to the roof, upper windows, drainpipes, gutters and walls, and is aimed
to make the whole building watertight for the years to come. We have to do
this work on the outside of the building before we can do any work on the
inside of the church.

At present this work will hopefully start in April, and last 12 weeks. There
will be scaffolding around the building for this time, as the work is
carried out, but we will be able to use the building as usual.
The cost of this work is considerable - around £170,000 including VAT. As a
church, we just have enough funds to do this work. Special thanks to Brian
Mansbridge and the Building Development Group for their work on this
project.

Church finances - questionnaire coming soon
Last year as a church we had a £24,000 deficit, which we covered using our
reserves. However, the essential work needed on St Faith’s building (see
above) means that we will use up most of our reserves on this project. As a
church, we therefore cannot afford to make a deficit this year.
The PCC is therefore now looking at ways of balancing our books this year,
either through increasing the church’s income, or reducing its expenditure.
As part of this, the PCC would like the input of the church community, and in
the next few weeks, we will circulate a questionnaire on giving and the
churches finances. We want to know what you think, so please do respond
when the questionnaire comes out!

Lee Carers Community Thank-you
St Faith’s Women4Women in Lee have a new initiative, partially funded by the
Wates Group Construction Company, to give thank-you gifts to carers. They
have been working in isolation and with little thanks, and have carried a
particularly heavy burden during the COVID pandemic.
If you know someone who has cared for you or for others during the
pandemic, and who you think deserves some public recognition, please do
nominate them, by 28th February 2021 (please see insert with these notes,
or visit http://stfaithslee.org/lee-carers-community-thankyou/).
Please note that although our primary target group is women, you can
nominate anyone who has cared for others.
The thank-you gifts for carers will be given out on Sunday 7th March 3-5pm at
our event for International Women’s Day in the Bulson Hall.

Thank-you gift contributions
If you would like to contribute to the thank you gifts for Lee Carers, please
leave your contribution just inside the church in the basket marked
Women4Women in Lee.
Suggested items * luxury toiletries * bubble bath * luxury skin care products
* luxury hand cream * chocolates * posh nibbles *other luxury food treats*
(all with a use by date end March or later). Thank you!

----------------------------------------------------------

Church website update
The church website had an upgrade this week, and if you’re finding that you
can’t get to the site now, it’s probably because of this. You will need to
update any bookmarks you have made to the site from this:
http://www.stfaithslee.org.uk
to this
https://www.stfaithslee.org.uk (notice the ‘s’ now after http!)

Lent 2021 at St Faith’s
Lent can be a special time for
Christians, as we concentrate on
nurturing our faith and relationship
with God in this season.
This year as a church we’re
going to use the Church of England’s
Lent resources: Live Lent: God’s
Story, Our Story, based on the book Living his Story (see below).
Daily reflections
A booklet of daily reflections will be available for everyone who wants them.
We will post these to people who receive the Fortnightly Notes by post,
and other copies will be available in the church. Suggested donation £2.
Live Lent app
For people with a smartphone or tablet, the Live Lent app will allow you to
read, or listen to, the daily reflections on your device. The app is available for
free in your app store now. The app also has a daily Family Activity,
offering a simple way to explore a story or a theme from the day’s reflection.
By email You can also sign up to receive the daily reflections by email, or
listen to them online.
By phone The Daily Hope phone line (0800 804 8044) will also have the reflections, for you to phone and listen to.

Ash Wednesday service

There will be a special Ash Wednesday service at 7.30pm on 17th February, in
St Faith’s and live streamed on Facebook and YouTube.

Living his Story - Lent Course
We will be running an online Lent course, on Zoom,
on Wednesday evenings starting Wednesday 24th
February. This course will be based on the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s Lent Book this year, Living his Story.
If you would like a copy of this book, please contact
Ruth our church administrator to let us know (details
on the back page). You do not have to read the
book to come on the Lent Course!

An open letter to a distressed sufferer
A powerful personal letter from Mike, a former GP currently a licensed
counsellor. It begins: My heart breaks for you regarding the burden you shared
with me. I have witnessed how you have persevered through many trials. But this
one—oh, how deeply grievous it is. I know your head is spinning and your emotions
are all over the place… http://bit.ly/3iSMGvw

We believe the story of the apostles
The Apostles’ Creed is rooted in historical precedent with timeless spiritual benefit
for Christians of all eras. It expresses essential biblical doctrines that have been
articulated, defended, and embraced for nearly two thousand years of church
history. Find out about its history and impact, then ‘hold fast the confession’.
(Heb. 10:23) http://bit.ly/3opssKL
Is sin inevitable in the Christian life?
First John 1:8-10 makes it clear that as believers we still commit sin. (I have
yet to meet one who disagrees!) But I’m forgiven so should I expect to sin?
The Bible calls me a ‘saint’. Sinner or saint? Holy or hopeless? The author
of 50 popular Christian books gives us some answers to this conundrum.
http://bit.ly/2MvUeZ5
When Christianity doesn't work
Christianity isn’t true because it works. In many cases, in fact, it doesn’t work. It
doesn’t solve all of the problems we think it should solve. But it does offer hope
even when it doesn’t work. (Michael Horton) How is this possible? How can we
avoid being disillusioned? http://bit.ly/3pwl9T1

FAITH, HOPE and TRUST

- Kathy Kanji

Once, in a small village, all the villagers decided to meet and pray for
rain. On the day of prayer all the people gathered, but only one boy came
with an umbrella! That’s FAITH. Every night when we go to bed, we have
no assurance to wake up alive next morning, but still we set the alarm clock
for tomorrow. That’s HOPE. When you toss a one year old baby in the air,
he laughs because he knows that his father will catch him. That’s TRUST.

For your prayers in these weeks

Collect for the 2nd Sunday before Lent
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for the Sunday next before Lent
Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us grace to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Those who are unwell: Andrew Munro, Sarah, Diane Ellis, Janet Proctor and
Marjorie Wilson
Those who have died: Daphne Mitchell, Kirsty Mitchell, Peter Marshall, &
Joyce Bridgewater
Please pray for: all those producing and delivering vaccines
The forthcoming work on the church building, and our finances
Lent, and our spiritual growth in this season
Key workers who are exhausted after many months of difficult work

Traidcraft Stall - Sunday 14th February
The first stall of the New Year will be after the Parish
Eucharist on Sunday 14 February, and hopefully fortnightly
thereafter. Thank you to all those who have supported us in
the past and we look forward to seeing you again. Best wishes
and stay safe. Cecily

Here are a some more ideas
from the People & Planet
group on small changes we
are making at home to save
our planet.
Composting: Not only is it a sustainable way of disposing of kitchen food
scraps (raw) and garden waste. It will make great compost your plants will
love. Have a look at getcomposting.com to get started.
Giving and getting Stuff for Free: Keep good stuff out of landfills. Rather
than discarding an unwanted item pass it on for free to someone who needs
it. See freecycle.org Gosport. You don’t have to be in the People and Planet
group to share your tips! Mandy and Elaine would love to hear your Eco
friendly ideas which we can share in the Fortnightly Notes. You can contact
Mandy and Elaine, and find out more about the group, via the new People and
Planet webpage: http://stfaithslee.org/people-and-planet/.

New recycling scheme from the People and Planet Group
As part of our commitment to care for the world God has given us, and to
make a positive contribution to our community, the PCC has approved a
proposal from the People and Planet Group to set up a recycling point at St
Faith’s, for items which can’t be recycled in our household recycling bins:
 Crisp packets
 Toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes
 Tetra packs
 Cheese packets
 Bread bags
The recycling point will be in the south porch of the church, where there will
be containers for these items. Look out for more information on this in the
coming weeks.

Encouraging nature in
Victoria Square
The People and Planet Group
have also produced a Land Management Plan for the church
grounds, which the PCC have
approved. This spring, we will be
creating two wildflower areas to
attract pollinating insects. We
will also keep one area of grass
unmowed, to provide habitat for
invertebrates and small mammals, and make a log circle for groups to sit on
and enjoy the area.

Coffee and Chat
In this time when we can’t
meet in person, using online
tools such as Zoom is a great
way of keeping in touch.
You are invited to join
other s in the c hur c h
community for Coffee and
Chat, Thursdays at 10.30am,
on Zoom!
For more information,
including how to get and use
Zoom (it’s free), and the Zoom meeting link, visit the church website:
https://stfaithslee.org/coffee-and-chat/. Carolyn Marshall and Karen Hooper
will be hosting Coffee and Chat - do join them on Thursdays.

www.stfaithslee.org.uk
www.stfaithsparishcentre.org.uk
www.facebook.com/stfaithslee
Search ‘St Faith’s Lee YouTube’

Contact us!
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023 9200 6184
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Director of Music
Richard Dewland
07561 318 355
musicdirector@stfaithslee.org.uk

Church Administrator
Ruth Dewland
023 9255 6445
churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk

Churchwarden
Cliff Rook
023 9255 1300
cliff.rook9@gmail.com

Churchwarden
Mike Shrives
023 9255 0525
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