Fortnightly Notes
21st March 2021

Holy Week and Easter this year
The front page of these Fortnightly Notes gives a summary of our Holy Week
and Easter events this year - do get involved as we remember Jesus’ death and
resurrection, the central events of Christianity.
If you want to come to an event taking place in the church, please
book in advance: call 023 9255 6445, or email Ruth on
churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk. Please bring a face covering to wear.
Where events are live streamed, they will shown on the St Faith’s
Facebook page and YouTube channel as usual. Details of the Zoom meeting
links will be on the St Faith’s website.
Events taking place outside (Good Friday for Everyone, Easter Day Dawn
Service and Sundays@11 on Easter Day) will take place indoors if the weather
is bad. You don’t need to book for these - just turn up. Bring a face covering
in case we have to be inside.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Social distancing at the Parish Eucharist
It’s great that more people are coming to the Parish Eucharist, but please
remember that we must still keep 2m apart from others when seated at
services. To create some extra space we have asked some of the choir to sit
in the choir stalls and we will be putting extra seating in the Lady Chapel, so
we can accommodate more people. Please don’t be offended if you are asked
by the Welcome Team to move to different seats - we are trying to keep
everyone safe and follow the current pandemic rules.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kids@11 videos
Don’t forget the Kids@11 videos each week, on the St Faith’s YouTube
channel.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Traidcraft Stall - 28th March

The next stall will be held after the Parish Eucharist on 28th
March. Please remember to maintain social distancing (2m
apart from people from different households) when you
come to the stall. Thank you, Cecily.

The recycling scheme is now up and running! You can recycle your used bread
bags, cheese packets, Tetrapacks, crisp packets and toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes. The bins are situated in the South Porch. Each bin is labelled and
has a poster with it which shows what can and cannot be recycled. Thank you
to those people who have started using it already and have kindly cleaned
their containers to make sure that we do not have unpleasant smells in the
church porch!

Tetrapacks to the tip?
If you are making a personal visit to the Household Waste Centre in Gosport
would you be willing to take the empty Tetrapacks with you? The bin is lined
with a drawstring bin liner, so only the liner needs to be taken. It should not
be a messy job and the tip has a facility to dispose of them there. The
recycling team will also be helping with this but it saves an extra journey if
someone is already going. If you have any queries please speak to Becca or
Paul. Thank you.

Earth Hour

Saturday 27 t h March
8.30pm - 9.30pm is Earth
Hour. Millions around the
world switch off their
lights to show they care
about the future of our planet. It reminds us that even small actions can make
a big difference. To know more visit www.wwf.org.uk/earth hour.

Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2021
This year’s Lent Appeal is focused on the environment, with donations going
to an international Christian conservation charity A Rocha, and our local
Sustainability Centre in East Meon, as well as others.
You are invited to give to the Lent Appeal on the diocesan website here:
https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/lentappeal/.
Lockdown may mean you can give even more generously than usual, which
might make up for parish fundraising occasions that usually support the Lent
Appeal, which cannot be held this year. Thank you.

News From Lee Hub - Community Library

On 29th December 2020 Lee Public Library closed its doors for the final time.
The good news is that, thanks to the dedication and commitment of a group
of local people and support from local councillors Lee Hub - Independent
Community Library is now a reality and ready to serve our community. The
main objectives are to keep the library open, offer new activities and
social events, maintain a community café, engage with the local community
and have a beneficial effect on community cohesion.
The current plan is to open Lee Hub on the 12th April with a community
event later in the Summer. The community event will showcase the benefits
of Lee Hub to both local residents, clubs, organisations and businesses locally.
You can be part of this exciting community asset by becoming a member of
the charity “The Friends of Lee Hub” through our website
www.leehub.co.uk or in person when we open our doors. Members will
receive regular newsletters, priority booking for events and a membership
card to allow you to borrow books and other items.
If you are a local club or organisation interested in being part of our grand
opening and have not already registered an interest, please email
volunteers@leehub.co.uk for more information. If you would like to be a
volunteer at Lee Hub, please email us at volunteers@leehub.co.uk

The Church of England is joining Marie Curie, Hope UK, Care for the Family,
Ataloss and many other organisations on March 23rd to mark exactly a year
since lockdown started with a National Day of Reflection. The idea is to:
 Take a minute to reflect (pausing for a moment at 12noon that day)
 Take a moment to connect (with those who have been bereaved)
The idea is that we don’t just remember those who have died of Covid, but
also those who have died of other causes, had restricted numbers at
funerals or those who have been ill or separated from family members.
Please do take some time that day to reflect, and to connect with others.

Women4Women in Lee are delighted to report that their Zoom event on 7
March to celebrate International Women’s Day was a great success. We had
four inspirational speakers marking the 2021 theme of #ChooseToChallenge,
and then presented our Community Thankyou to Carers.
Around 60 people attended in total, many feeding back how uplifting they
found it. We were able to thank 15 carers, who were very touched to be
recognized. Many thanks to all of you who were able to support us, whether
through your generous and high quality gifts, your nominations and/or your
presence on the day.
The videos of the speakers and the Community Thankyous are currently
being posted on our St Faith’s YouTube channel so if you want to hear them
again, you can, and if you weren’t able to attend, you have a second chance!
Search ‘St Faith’s Lee YouTube’ to go to the site.
If you are a carer and are interested in the project Carolyn Barber told us
about, which the Good Mental Health Coop is setting up, you can sign up
here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfatsE2QrfiSv6__iuYzaU51k2O5Pxs5KHbLJpld7h8yzsWA/viewform

21st March is Census Day!
All households across Hampshire should now have received an information
pack containing their unique 16-digit access code to complete the census
online. It will take approximately 10 minutes to complete for each person
who lives in the household.
Ask friends or family for assistance, or perhaps reach out to help them if you
have already completed the Census. If you can’t complete the census online
then a paper version can be ordered on 0800 876 6276. You can also get help,
or a Census pack if not received or misplaced, by calling 0800 141 2021.

How do you know when it’s God speaking to you?
I cannot count the number of times when someone has told me, “God spoke to me
and told me to do this,” or “Told me to tell you that you should do that,” but it has
turned out to be wrong. We’re in an invisible battle, so we cannot always rely on
what we think God told us to do. There’s a better way to hear God’s voice.
http://bit.ly/3sT8NWb
God forgave my sin, why do I need to keep asking?
When Jesus teaches Christians how to pray, one petition he tells us to offer is
“forgive us our sins,” (Luke 11:4). But… if I’m a Christian who’s been justified
through faith, then hasn’t God already forgiven all my sins, past, present, and
future? And if so, why do I need to keep asking? Wouldn’t that imply I doubted
God’s promise? http://bit.ly/3ea0fGA
Do we have the exact words of Christ or a paraphrase?
“Pastor John, as I continue my academic study the Bible I keep running into a
debate over two Latin phrases: ipsissima verba (‘the very words’) and ipsissima
vox (‘the very voice’), or the gist of the words. The debate is whether or not the
Gospel writers give us the exact words spoken by Christ, or the paraphrased gist of
Jesus’s words. What do you think?” http://bit.ly/3sUv0Dz
How to overcome temptation
After his baptism but before he began his public ministry, Jesus was led into the
desert to undergo an attack by Satan. To withstand the kind of temptation you and
I fall prey to daily, he gives us a model for withstanding temptation ourselves. So
what do we learn from Christ’s temptation by the devil about our own strategies for
overcoming temptation? http://bit.ly/3qeXPJa

---------------------------------Funeral of Jan Hesselberth

Alison Hesselberth’s husband Jan sadly died recently. Jan’s funeral will be at
St Faith’s at 10.30am on Friday 26th March. The service will be live streamed;
please look out for the link to the service in Paul’s email to the church.
Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian community of all
ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth, and
representing God’s living presence in our town.

For your prayers in these weeks

Collect for the 5th Sunday of Lent
Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the
cross we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Palm Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Those who are unwell: Andrew Munro, Sarah, Ann Dent, Rebecca Hawkins,
Andrew George

Those who have died: Derrick Allen, Jan Hesselberth, Richard Reed,
Sheila Fellows
Please pray for:
 The country of Yemen, stuck in a civil war which is proving disastrous for its
population
 The worldwide vaccine rollout
 All those worried about coming out of lockdown
 The upcoming building work on St Faith’s
 A joyful celebration of Easter, as we celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection

Coffee and Chat
A chance to meet and catch up
with others in the church
community! For the Zoom link
for Coffee and Chat, visit the
church website:
https://stfaithslee.orgcoffee
-and-chat/.

Congratulations to...
Lauren and Tom Rossiter on the arrival of William Thomas Rossiter
(right), and Andrew &
Penny Munro on the
arrival of their granddaughter Beatrice Rose
Valentine (left), born to
parents Becca and Alex.
Both babies are doing well!
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