
Fortnightly Notes 

7th March 2021 

Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian  
community of all ages and all stages of faith,  
nurturing spiritual growth, and representing  

God’s living presence in our town. 

Women4Women International Women’s Day 2021 event 
Do join in this special event on Sunday 7th March, on Zoom!  Full details and 

the Zoom meeting link are on the St Faith’s website:  

https://stfaithslee.org/international-womens-day/ 

Traidcraft Stall - 14th March 
I would like to say thank you to all those who  

supported the stall last Sunday. Please remember 

to maintain social distancing (2m apart from  

people from different households) when you come to the stall. 

The next stall will be after the Parish Eucharist on 14th March, when along with 

our usual items, we shall have Easter Eggs and Easter cards. Thank you, Cecily. 

 

https://stfaithslee.org/international-womens-day


At our last meeting some 

of us talked about mak-

ing changes to our diet,  

eating less meat or  

becoming vegetarian or 

vegan,  for a variety of 

reasons including to help combat climate change. Changing the foods that you 

eat can have a big impact on your  carbon footprint, reduce pollution,  

preserve the environment and slow global warming. 
 

I'm not vegetarian or vegan - more of a flexitarian trying to reduce the meat I  

eat, always on the look out for a recipe that is quick to put together and uses 

everyday ingredients.  During lockdown I've been forced to be more  

organised with meals and am improving at planning ahead.  Restrictions have 

changed the way I shop - less frequent supermarket visits and trying to buy 

more fresh food from the local shops. We’d love to hear if you have any easy  

tips on vegetarian or vegan meals for those of us who are trying to make a 

change.  

We are meeting on Tuesday 9th March at 7.30pm on Zoom. 
Here is the Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89286617367 

pwd=L0E0d1gyYWJsR0xwWUptakc4dWxnZz09 
 

You can contact Mandy and Elaine, and find out more about the group, via the 

new People and Planet webpage:  

http://stfaithslee.org/people-and-planet/ 

The People and Planet recycling point 

in the south porch of the church is 

now in place!  You can now recycle 

the items below, which can’t be  

recycled in our household recycling bins: 

 Crisp packets 

 Tetra packs 

 Bread bags 
 

Please make sure that the 

containers are washed 

out in hot, soapy water 

please, to avoid  

unpleasant smells as  

people enter the church! 
 

 Toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes 

 Cheese packets 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89286617367?pwd=L0E0d1gyYWJsR0xwWUptakc4dWxnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89286617367?pwd=L0E0d1gyYWJsR0xwWUptakc4dWxnZz09
http://stfaithslee.org/people-and-planet/


Wildflower and long grass areas in Victoria Square 
Thanks to everyone who helped last Saturday with the digging of the new  

wildflower and grass areas in the church grounds.  The photos below show the 

area for longer grasses at the south east corner of the Square, and the area for 

wildflowers near the church office.  (Neither area is finished in the photos!) 
 

Both these areas have now been fenced off, and will be covered with black 

plastic for four weeks, to kill any weeds that might grow.  They will then be 

sown with seeds.  

Living his Story - Lent Course  

7.30pm Wednesday evenings on Zoom  

It’s not too late to join our Lent Couse, which this year is being held on Zoom.  

You will either need a computer/smartphone/tablet, or you can join by  

telephone. 
 

If you want to join by telephone, call this number at 7.30pm on Wednesdays 

0203 901 7895, and the meeting details are: Meeting ID: 836 9399 1740, 

Passcode: 743692.  
 

For those joining by computer/smartphone/tablet, the Zoom link is available on 

the church website: https://stfaithslee.org/living-his-story/ 
 

The course is based on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book this year, 

Living his Story.  You do not have to read the book to join us on the 

course! 
 

https://stfaithslee.org/living-his-story/


Church finances questionnaire - please respond 
As highlighted in recently, last year as a church we had a £24,000 deficit, which 

we covered using our reserves.  However, this spring we will use up most of 

our reserves on the essential work we’re going to do on the church building.  

We therefore cannot afford to have a deficit this year.   
 

The PCC is now looking at ways of balancing our books, either through  

increasing the church’s income, or reducing its expenditure.  As part of this, 

the PCC would like the input of the church community.   
 

A link to the questionnaire is here, and has been emailed to  

everyone in the church community - please do complete the  

questionnaire soon. 
 

For those not online, paper copies of the questionnaire are available 

in the south porch. 
 

Closing date for responses is Sunday 14 February - next Sunday.   
 

We want to know what you think, so please do respond over the 

next few days. 
 

---------------------------------- 

Consultation on a new bishop 
Bishop Christopher is  

retiring in April, and the 

process for selecting a new 

bishop has begun. 

      

T h e  V a c a n c y - i n - S e e  

committee are keen to hear 

from a wide range of people with regard to our diocese’s needs and the skills 

we’d like to see in the next Bishop of Portsmouth. They’d love for you to fill in 

a short online survey by 12 noon on March 10. These will be collated to help 

the committee’s work.  
 

A link to the survey has been emailed to everyone in the church community - 

please do complete the survey if you would like to. 

https://www.proprofs.com/survey/t/?title=sycln


Sunday services  
Sunday services will continue in their current format for now 

 

8am BCP Holy Communion - just turn up (no need to book) and please 

bring a face covering to wear.  For test and trace, you will need to give your 

name and contact number when you arrive. 
  

9.30am Parish Eucharist - please book in advance to come.  Call Ruth on 

023 9255 6445, or email churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk.  Please bring a 

face covering to wear. 
 

The Parish Eucharist will always be live streamed on Facebook and YouTube.  

The 8am service will often, but not always, be livestreamed.  Check the church 

website for details: https://stfaithslee.org/sunday-8am/ 
 

11am Sundays@11 on Zoom. Everyone is welcome to join us on Zoom 

for Sundays@11.  The start of the service is for all ages, and we don’t mind if 

kids make noise or take up your screen!  Then there will be a breakout room 

for families, led by one of the Kids@11 team, while there will be a sermon and 

sometimes discussion, and prayers, for the rest of the congregation.  

Do join us!  

Details of the Zoom meeting are available on the church website here:  

http://stfaithslee.org/sundays11/ 
 

Kids@11 videos  
Don’t forget the Kids@11 videos each week, on the St Faith’s YouTube  

channel. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Church in Your Hands 
Church in Your Hands was a way for people to give to St Faith’s by saving up 

their loose change in a church-shaped box.  Thank you to everyone who gave 

to the church in this way. 
 

As  people are increasingly not using cash, we have decided to stop running 

Church in Your Hands.  We recommend everyone in the church community 

gives to St Faith’s via the Parish Giving Scheme or Standing Order - see 

https://stfaithslee.org/giving-to-st-faiths/ or pick up information in the 

south porch.   
 

If you still have a Church in Your Hands box, and would like  

someone to collect it, please let Ruth our administrator know (details on 

the back of the Notes), and we will arrange for someone to collect it from 

you.  You are, of course, welcome to save your loose change and donate it to 

St Faith’s or another charity! 

 
 

mailto:churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk
https://stfaithslee.org/sunday-8am/
http://stfaithslee.org/sundays11/
https://stfaithslee.org/giving-to-st-faiths/


 
A liturgy of lament is the key to victorious Christian living 

The season of Lent focuses on lament, dealing with our sinful condition and      

mortality as humans.  Lament in Scripture may be difficult to process. But still,   

anyone who does not make this part of their spiritual and liturgical diet will find 

that they are ill-prepared for the devastating blows that life brings their 

way.   http://bit.ly/2ZExZDq  
 

Beautiful Difference: The Complementarity of Male and Female 

Complementarity—“a relationship or situation in which two or more different things 

improve or emphasize each other’s qualities”—is written into creation. There is a 

mutual enhancement, a beautiful difference, at the heart of what God has made.  

So it should not be surprising that these differences transcend cultural              

variations.  https://bit.ly/3aLekIr 
 

 

An open letter to a sinner 

Following on the ‘open letter to a distressed sufferer’ in the 29th January Soul 

Food, here is one we can all relate to. I see that you are at a true crossroads. 

You’re getting weary and discouraged, fighting against desires that threaten to take 

you far afield of God’s design for your life.  This one is filled with encouraging 

and helpful guidance.  http://bit.ly/3aIFlfA 
 
 

No Meekness Without Might: What We Learn from Christ’s Gentleness 

Christ came not as a domineering and abusive King but as a good and gentle Lord.   

But knowing the sovereign power of Christ—and the sheer terror of those who   

realize they have opposed him—will keep us from misunderstanding his gentleness.  

http://bit.ly/3un8e8N 

---------------------------------- 

Funeral of Edward Rooksby 
Ed Rooksby, Chris Rooksby’s son, sadly died recently.  Ed’s funeral will be at 

St Faith’s at 9.30am on Monday 8th March. If you would like to join the  

service, a link for the YouTube live stream will be in an email from Paul to 

the church community.   
 

Funeral of Jan Hesselberth 
Alison Hesselberth’s husband Jan also sadly died recently.  Jan’s funeral will 

be at St Faith’s at 10.30am on Friday 26th March.   

http://bit.ly/2ZExZDq
https://bit.ly/3aLekIr
http://bit.ly/3aIFlfA
http://bit.ly/3un8e8N


For your prayers in these weeks 

Collect for the 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Collect for Mothering Sunday 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow 

we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Those who are unwell: Andrew Munro, Sarah, Diane Ellis, Avril Turner,  

Ann Dent, Rebecca Hawkins 
 

Those who have died: Derrick Allen, Georgina Lawton, Edward Rooksby, 

Jan Hesselberth 
 

Please pray for:  

 Schools - staff and pupils - as they reopen this week 

 Those who are fearful of the future 

 Those living without access to good healthcare 

 Lent, and our spiritual growth in this season 

 People who are living with Long Covid 



Vicar        

Revd Dr Paul Chamberlain  

023 9200 6184  

vicar@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Curate 

Revd Dr Mary Kells 

01329 556151 

mary.kells@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Director of Music 

Richard Dewland 

07561 318 355  

musicdirector@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Church Administrator 

Ruth Dewland 

023 9255 6445 

churchadmin@stfaithslee.org.uk 

Churchwarden 

Cliff Rook   

023 9255 1300 

cliff.rook9@gmail.com  

Churchwarden 

Mike Shrives 

023 9255 0525 

michael.shrives@btinternet.com 

Contact us! 

 

www.stfaithslee.org.uk      

www.stfaithsparishcentre.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stfaithslee 

Search ‘St Faith’s Lee YouTube’ 

Coffee and Chat 
In this time when we can’t 

meet in person, using online 

tools such as Zoom is a great 

way of keeping in touch. 
 

You are invited to join  

others in the church  

community for Coffee and 

Chat, Thursdays at 10.30am, 

on Zoom! 
 

For more information,  

including how to get and use 

Zoom (it’s free), and the Zoom meeting link, visit the church website:  

https://stfaithslee.org/coffee-and-chat/.  Carolyn Marshall and Karen 
Hooper will be hosting Coffee and Chat - do join them on Thursdays. 

mailto:musicdirector@stfaithslee.co.uk
https://stfaithslee.org/coffee-and-chat/

